   It was Jeff who originally led me to believe me that Amanda was older than she was. The only way I knew

she wasn't 21 was that on the first date when we went to Applebee's, she and I went to Hampton Beach Casino after that to see "Staind"; and she wasn't old enough to buy beer. It really wasn't a huge deal. I guessed 19 or 20. What is funny, is when I found out how old she was, I was pissed. I asked her why she never told me she was 18. She told me for the longest time she thought I was 25 or 26 because that is what Jen and Jeff told her. She didn't find out I was 28 until she went through my wallet one day and saw my license. I found out that Amanda was younger than I thought from Mary when we were all camping in Vernon in 2001. One time it came up because Mary was talking about how she was older than Amanda; she was born in 1980 or 1981. I stopped piling the wood and immediately stared at Amanda who was giving Mary the "cut" sign. 

   Amanda looked like a "deer in the headlights." Mary apparently didn't know that Amanda's age was a secret. I have no idea why Amanda was keeping it a secret or for how long. She just said something to the effect of, "You're older than originally I was told but I don't care. The only thing that matters is that we love each other." 

   Later while in jail, (sometime after August 2001) I read in Amanda's interview that she was 18. It was like a

dagger going through my heart. I was lied to and now these investigators were going to think I was a cradle robber as well as a murderer. Really, there is not too big a difference between 18 and 20, but. psychologically there was to me at the time. There was 10 years between us, but we both started out thinking it was more like 5 or 6. I suspect Jeff knew I wouldn't have gone on that blind date with her if I knew she was 18. He was bugging me to take her out for a couple of weeks, so it must have been important to him for some reason.

[Letter to Morrison Bonpasse from Chad Evans, 9 February 2010]

