   About my nights with Amanda in Auburn at her mom's and step dads. The first time I

went up was soon after we got together. Amanda wanted me to come up and meet her mom.

   They were planning a cook out. So I stopped and bought a huge Boston Cream Pie for

dessert. I offered to bring a dish but they had it all planned. It was very casual.

I was there, Amanda, Kassidy, her two younger brothers, the parents and Jen+Jeff for

a while. It was clear from their interactions Jeff had a well established relationship

with them. I visited with the family for a while and Scotty was dying to have someone

play ball with him. None of them were very athletic. Amanda described how I played

with Kyle all the time and would play with him. I went to the back yard and played

with Scotty for well over an hour. I had to show him how to hold the bat, how to swing,

etc. It was really fun. I think I made a good impression with her mom. I know I did

with Scotty, he was all over me. That is how it usually is for me and kids. Jen +

Jeff left after the cookout. I stayed visiting a while longer. 
   Around 9:30 or so, I told Amanda it was a long ride and I needed to get heading home. She said, "No, you are staying over with me." This made me pretty uncomfortable. We just started dating, I just met her parents and I had no intentions of staying over. Amanda

persisted. "Stay, it's late. My mom doesn't care. Mom, tell him." Then her mom said,

"Yeah, it's fine. You can stay." This made me even more uncomfortable. I went with

the flow and figured I would be sleeping on the couch. But when bed time came both

Amanda and her mom said, "The couch isn't comfortable, sleep in Mandy's room". I am

pretty brash and have really open minded parents but wouldn't think of doing something

like that in their house 2-3 weeks into a relationship. Needless to say, Amanda won

and she and I stayed in her single bed together with Kassidy in the crib beside us.

I left real early in the morning.
[letter to Morrison Bonpasse, 20 March 2010]

