Yes, I took the photo’s at York’s Wild Animal Kingdom (Kassidy, Kyle, Amanda). 

Kassidy and Amanda were basically living with Kyle and I at this point. Amanda and I had decided a few nights prior that we wanted to do something fun with the kids so we settled on York’s. It was fairly early in the season so we figured it wouldn’t be too packed. 

I took the day off from work and we left fairly early in the morning. It was a great day other than it was extremely hot and humid. By the time the photograph was taken at the prairie dog enclosure the kids were hot and tired. It was a great photo of all of them. I just wish I had taken it earlier because they were all smiles then.

 We walked through all the animal exhibits and fed the deer. There was this gumball type machine where you could put a quarter in and get grain. Kassidy was a little timid to let the deer eat out of her hand at first but there was a tiny deer that I lured to the front and she held her hand out and let it eat the grain. It was so cute because Kyle was holding his hand out and showing her, “Do it like this Kassidy.” With Amanda’s encouragement she did it. When the deer licked Kassidy’s fingers she giggled. 

The park had animal trainers giving rides on an elephant and a camel. I tried to get Kassidy to go for a ride on the elephant with Kyle but she wanted no part of that. Kyle was especially enamored with a white tiger at the park. We had to stay at that exhibit for at least 20 minutes. He wanted to hear it roar. Finally, he gave up and we moved onto the smaller animal displays. I believe we ate lunch at a spot near water that had ducks and other water animals. The kids enjoyed throwing bread scraps to them. We ate junk food, got the kids balloons and overall had an awesome day. 

As we were leaving the park I got a page from my McDonald’s field consultant, Dick Bisbee. He was at my Greenland Restaurant and there were problems. They were extremely busy and understaffed. He said if he was grading the visit it would be an F. In a departure from my normal routine, I informed Dick that I was taking a day off with my family and wasn’t available. I told him I would call one of my other restaurants in the area and have them send some crew people over to help out. 

Normally, I would drop what I was doing, even if I was on vacation, and run to the rescue. For the first time, in my life, I was truly putting my family first. McDonald’s had basically run my life for so long. It was a big cause to the end of my marriage. After Tristan left I had a mindset change. I wasn’t about to lose Amanda and Kassidy the same way. This is the reason I started working less, doing more fun things, buying toys like a boat, 3 wheelers, etc.
I'm pretty sure that we drove to York Beach and walked around the beach and some of the shops with the kids that day after we left the Wild Animal Park. 
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