Below is the 11 November 2000, 8:12 p.m., Affidavit of New Hampshire State Police Sergeant James White, which was prepared to support the Request for an Arrest Warrant at Strafford County District Court. The Affidavit is virtually identical, but slightly more detailed, to the Affidavits of the previous day by Sgt. White and by Maine State Police Sergeant Matthew Stewart, which had been prepared to support earlier search warrants. [Dates of birth have been removed.]

[In April, 2010, Chad Evans' responses to each of the allegations are presented in italic.] 

                                          THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

STRAFFORD, SS                                                                      ROCHESTER DISTRICT COURT

                                                              AFFIDAVIT

I, James White, am employed as a Sergeant with the Major Crime Unit of the New

Hampshire State Police. I have been employed by the State Police for 11 years, and two

of those years have been in the Major Crime Unit. In this capacity, I have been involved

in the investigation into the November 9, 2000 death of Kassidy Bortner. 
Kassidy lived with her mother, Amanda Bortner, and her mother's boyfriend, Chad

Evans at 191 Milton Road, Rochester, NH. The following facts are based on my personal 

observations and on conversations with officers identified below.

1) At approximately 12:30 pm on November 9, 2000, Kassidy was brought by ambulance to York Hospital, Maine, from the home of Jefferey Marshall, who was Kassidy's daycare provider in Kittery, Maine. New Hampshire State Police Trooper Jill Rockey informed me that she spoke with Dr. Anthony Bock at York Hospital on November 9, 2000. Dr. Bock pronounced Kassidy dead at 1:28 pm. Trooper Rockey observed the following injuries on Kassidy's body: the bottoms of Kassidy's feet had multiple pin-prick marks all over both feet; there was bruising on Kassidy's arms, stomach, chest, face, and head. There were multiple bruises the size of a dime or quarter all over Kassidy's head. Kassidy's hair appeared unusually thin in the back. Trooper Rockey questioned Dr. Bock about Kassidy's lethargic and unstable behavior that Marshall observed when Kassidy was dropped off at his house on November 9, 2000. Dr. Bock stated that this behavior would be consistent with a head injury. 


[Chad Evans: I was responsible for the faded bruises which were on the bottom of both of Kassidy's cheeks on the day she died.  Those bruises were due to my holding of Kassidy's face earlier in the week in order to obtain eye contact with her. Whenever such bruises occurred previously, I always regretted holding Kassidy's face too tightly, and regretted not encouraging Amanda to seek a doctor's evaluation of Kassidy's easy bruising.  However much the appearance of those bruises caused others to believe otherwise, they in no way contributed to her death.     

        Amanda and I thought that the abrasions on the soles of Kassidy's feet, were caused by nails protruding from the floor of Jeff Marshall's apartment, and we ensured that Kassidy had her "Elmo" slippers for her care at Jeff's, and Amanda asked Jen and Jeff to check for and eliminate the protrusions of the nails in their apartment.  Amanda and I knew about the thinning hair in the back of Kassidy's head and attributed it to the fall from Jeff's truck during a three day-two night stay with Jeff and Jennifer from Thursday to Saturday, October 26-28. I remember vividly Amanda  seeing those thin hair spots and exclaiming, "What's happening to my baby?" We knew about bruises to each eye which were caused by a fall against a coffee table, and by being hit by a Tee-ball the night before her death. During my interview with the police on 9 November, I described the ball as a "hard rubber ball" and "starter baseball."  We knew about the scratches above Kassidy's right eye. They were caused by the new kitten which I purchased for Kassidy upon seeing her interest in having a kitten. The only other apparent injury I knew about on the morning Kassidy died was a raw spot inside her lip, which I had first noticed the night before her death, when giving Kassidy a bath.  Because of that injury, we skipped the nightly tooth brushing.]
2) Sgt. Matthew Stewart of the Maine State Police informed me that Dr. Bock did a fundoscopic eye exam that revealed bilateral and diffused retinal hemorrhages. Dr. Bock also stated that he observed multiply resolving bruising about the mid and lower abdomen, forehead, face, chin, and right ear. He observed multiple scabbing on the bottom on the feet from an unknown source. Dr. Bock indicated that the bilateral and diffused hemorrhaging was indicative of closed head injury. He also indicated that he found no obvious fractures during the bone survey and signs of basal or skull fracturing. Dr. Bock expressed an opinion that the collection of injuries on Kassidy was of a suspicious nature.


[Chad Evans: There is no question that the injuries, bruises and death of Kassidy Bortner were suspicious.  The question remained:  How should those suspicions have been resolved by examination of the truth?



There were several sources of possible head injuries, beginning with the fall from Jeff Marshall's truck approximately 12 days before Kassidy's death. When Jeff returned Kassidy on Saturday, 28 October, she had two large lumps on the back of her head.  Since that accident, Jeff had told me that she had fallen to the floor from his bed when he jokingly told her that Amanda had arrived, "Mamma's here."  I understood from Jeff that her clothes were at her feet and she tripped over them and fell to the floor. 

  

Amanda reported that approximately on Tuesday, 31 October, she was driving, with Kassidy in the back seat and hit the brakes hard.  Kassidy's seat belt was not fastened properly and Kassidy's head hit the driver's seat.  At the time, I didn't know about that incident.


On Sunday, 5 November, Kassidy was on the couch in the living room at our home, with Amanda and our tenant/friend, Travis Hunt. Kassidy was getting off the couch and fell, and her right eye hit the corner of the coffee table.  That injury resulted in the bruises above her right eye which was observed on the day of her death and autopsy.



On Wednesday, 8 November, Kassidy was getting out of my car, upon our return home from Jeff Marshall's and picking up my son, Kyle, at his day care in Somersworth.. I brought Kassidy out of the car, and went to the other side of the car to get Kyle. During those brief moments, Kassidy fell onto the pavement, head first, without putting her hands and arms in front of her to protect herself.  There were no apparent bruises from that fall, but her head may well have hit the pavement.


That evening, I was tossing balls to Kyle for batting practice in his bedroom.  All the balls were wiffle balls, except the hard rubber ball, or starter baseball, also called a Tee-ball, which he hit hard into Kassidy's left eye.  

        Those are the only head injuries of which I am aware, which occurred to Kassidy during her last two weeks.  Either we tragically underestimated their severity or there were other injuries about which Amanda and I were not told.  

 

In any event, I inflicted no blows upon Kassidy's head.  I was present when she fell on our driveway on the 8th, and I was careless about tossing Kyle a hard rubber ball/starter baseball (also known as a Tee-ball) to hit inside his bedroom, with tragic results; but I had no role in any other head injuries to Kassidy.]
3) On November 10, 2000, Dr. Patricia Greenwald, the Chief Medical Examiner for the State of Maine, conducted an autopsy of Kassidy in Augusta, Maine. Dr. Greenwald's autopsy revealed that Kassidy died as a result of head trauma consistent with blunt injury to the head. In connection with that finding, Dr. Greenwald observed numerous bruises on multiple surfaces of Kassidy's head, including the back of her head, the top of her head, and her forehead, chin, lips, temple, and cheek. Dr. Greenwald also identified hemorrhaging in the muscle tissue of Kassidy's abdomen. In her opinion, that hemorrhaging was consistent with being caused by strong, blunt force such as a punch or kick. Dr. Greenwald's preliminary finding is that these injuries occurred within 2-24 hours before the time of death. 

[Chad Evans:  The responses #1 and #2 above are repeated, and I affirm that I never hit, not punched, nor kicked Kassidy Bortner, nor any other child.


The hemorrhaging in Kassidy's abdomen is also consistent with the well-intentioned, but incorrect application of CPR by Jeff Marshall with rhythmic hard pressure on the abdomen, instead of the sternum.  If the "time of death" is presumed to be 12:30 p.m., when Jeff Marshall first made calls for help, then Dr. Greenwald's 22 hour time period for the causing of injury would have been from 12:30 p.m. Wednesday, 8 November through 10:30 a.m. Wednesday the 9th.  During that period, Kassidy had been alone with me for only 30 minutes, during the time on Wednesday afternoon that I drove from Jeff Marshall's to my son, Kyle's day care in Dover, NH. On the other hand, Jeff was alone with Kassidy for five+ hours during that period.]
4) During her autopsy, Dr. Greenwald also observed "pin-point" abrasions on the bottom of both of Kassidy's feet. She observed approximately ten such abrasions clustered in the middle of the sole of each foot. Close inspection indicated that there was no significant penetration of the skin at the site of each abrasion. Based on this, Dr. Greenwald concluded that the abrasions were likely caused when a dull instrumentality, such as a hairbrush, dull pin, or tines of a fork, was used to strike Kassidy's feet. Dr. Greenwald further stated that, in her opinion, it was unlikely that these injuries were self-inflicted or otherwise the result of an accident, such as Kassidy jumping on a dull, pointed object. Dr. Greenwald's preliminary conclusion was that these abrasions were inflicted within, at most, a few days of Kassidy's death.


[Chad Evans: The response #1 above is repeated.  Beyond our hunch that the abrasions were caused by unseated or exposed nails at Jeff's home, I had absolutely no knowledge of the source of these marks.]

5) Kassidy Bortner's mother, Amanda Bortner, is the girlfriend of Chad Evans. Evans and Bortner began dating for about 3-4 months. Approximately 2 months ago, Amanda and Kassidy Bortner began living with Evans at his home at 191 Milton Road in Rochester, New Hampshire. Evans has a 3-year-old son, Kyle, who stays with him at the 191 Milton Road residence four nights a week. 

  [Chad Evans:For reasons unrelated to Kassidy's death, I was reluctant to acknowledge to the police during my 9 November interview the closeness of my relationship to, and love for, Amanda Bortner. She was receiving welfare assistance from the State of Maine as a Maine resident.  I told my two interrogators, Richard LeClair and Lance McCleish, that Amanda was "not really" living with me, but, in fact, she were living together in every sense of the term. Shortly after we met on June 2, 2000, Amanda spent several days and nights a week at my home and moved all her belongings into my home in July. Thus, by the time of Kassidy's death, Amanda, Kassidy and I had been living together for about four months. 
6) I spoke with Detective Jeffrey Linscott from the Maine State Police) who informed me that he interviewed 
                                              F. Jefferey Marshall.  

Linscott informed me that he learned the following facts from Marshall: 


a) 
Marshall is the boyfriend of Jennifer Conley. They live together at 51 Rogers Rd. in Kittery, Maine. Jennifer Conley is the sister of Kassidy's mother, Amanda Bortner



[Chad Evans: Correct, to my knowledge.]

   b) 
Marshall stated that during the past several months, he and Jennifer Conley regularly babysat for Kassidy at their home in Kittery. Marshall and Jennifer Conley knew Kassidy before she and Amanda Bortner moved in with Chad Evans in Rochester approximately 2 months ago. Marshall said that before Amanda and Kassidy began living with Evans, Kassidy appeared to be a normal, energetic toddler. Marshall and Jennifer Conley noticed a marked change in Kassidy during the 2 months that she and Amanda Bortner lived with Evans. Specifically, over the past two months, when Marshall and Jennifer cared for Kassidy, they noticed that the child appeared fearful and subdued, and seemed reluctant to move about their home. In addition, Marshall and Jennifer saw extensive bruising to Kassidy's face, and observed that the child had difficulty walking as though she were favoring one leg. When Marshall asked Amanda about Kassidy's leg, Amanda explained that Evans had pulled on Kassidy's leg and that she had been walking in that fashion ever since.

[Chad Evans:  Amanda and Kassidy began living with me shortly after I met Amanda on June 2, 2000. By July, they were living with me most of the time and by August, all of the time.  Kassidy was a wonderful child and we shared many hours of learning and exploration and love.  With hindsight, it can be said that her energy and coordination declined most dramatically after the three day, two night stay at Jeff Marshall's and Jennifer Bortner Conley's home from Thursday, October 26 to Saturday, October 28. Kassidy returned severely hungry and dehydrated and she had two large "goose bumps" on the back of her head. Jeff explained to Amanda and me that Kassidy fell out of his truck and hit her head on the pavement. 

    

Kassidy walked in what was called then a "pigeon toed" fashion and, at my recommendation and that of my mother, Amanda took Kassidy to see a doctor.  It was determined that she would like grow out of the apparent awkwardness.  I often played with Kassidy, with such games as holding her upside down so she could "walk" on the ceiling and swinging her around while holding both her arms and sometimes by her legs, just as I did with my son, Kyle.  After one playful time, it appeared that Kassidy had hurt one leg, but that problem disappeared soon afterwards.
 

Sergeant White's does not describe the injury to Kassidy's foot on Tuesday, November 7, when he backed up and tripped over her foot, which caused her to favor that leg. Jeff described that incident to Amanda, and she described it to the police during her interviews on November 9th.]
   c) 
Marshall stated that based on his discussions with Bortner and Evans, it was understood that no one other than he and Jennifer Connelly could baby-sit Kassidy, due to concern that anyone else would report the child's injuries. Marshall related one occasion when he was embarrassed to take Kassidy out in public because of the extent of her bruises. Marshall was concerned that someone would accuse him of abusing Kassidy if they saw her in public. 


[Chad Evans:  Amanda made eight calls to potential daycare providers on Wednesday, November 8, and seven more calls the following Wednesday, November 8, but there were no vacancies. During that same period, I asked a caregiver at my son's day care in Somersworth if there was room to care for Kassidy, and was advised that she would not be eligible at that facility until she was toilet trained.  The reasons why Amanda began asking her sister, Jennifer Bortner Conley and her boyfriend, Jeff Marshall, to care for Kassidy were that the sister was a close relative and trusted and that they lived nearby and that they were not charging money for that assistance.  It was thought, too, that Jeff and Jennifer enjoyed having Kassidy with them.  The requests for babysitting assistance increased dramatically on Monday, November 6, when Amanda began working full-time at the Old Navy store in Kittery. During October and November, Amanda and I took Kassidy with us everywhere. On Sunday, November 5, I took Kassidy to my sister Nicole's home in Belmont, New Hampshire, for several hours.  



Sergeant White's statement does not mention the occasion  when Jeff Marshall and Jennifer Bortner Conley put makeup on Kassidy when they took her shopping.  When Amanda learned of that, she insisted that it not occur again.] 

   d) 
Marshall stated that on November 8, 2000, Amanda Bortner dropped Kassidy off with Marshall at approximately 4:00 p.m., while Amanda went to work for the evening. Marshall cared for Kassidy until about 5:00 pm on November 8. At that time he got a call from Chad Evans. A short time later, Evans carne to Marshall's home in Kittery and picked up Kassidy. 


[Chad Evans:  My understanding is that Amanda left Kassidy at Jeff's around 3:00 p.m. on November 8th, and I picked her up at 5:40 p.m., a point in time which can be checked with available telephone records.  That means that Jeff's care for Kassidy on the 8th was approximately two hours and 40 minutes, rather than Sergeant White's representation of one hour.]

   e) 
Marshall said that when he was with Kassidy on November 8, he noticed that she had a small, fading bruise on her face. She also she seemed subdued and had some difficulty walking (as she had during the past 2 months), but did not otherwise appear be suffering from any injuries. 


[Chad Evans:  On November 8th, Amanda, Kassidy and Kyle were at home, during which time Amanda made a total of seven calls to potential daycare providers. Amanda and Kassidy took Kyle to his daycare provider at approximately 12:30 -12:45 p.m., and then they returned home.  At about 2:35 p.m., Amanda called Jeff Marshall for 47 seconds, presumably to say that she and Kassidy were on their way to his home. 

 

On November 8, Kassidy had one visible bruise above her right eye from hitting the coffee table in our living room on the previous Sunday, November 5, in the presence of Amanda and our housemate, Travis Hunt.  The other obvious injury on her face were scratches from her kitten, as described above.]
   f) 
After Evans picked up Kassidy, Evans called Marshall and told Marshall that "the retard" - referring to Kassidy - is acting weird in the backseat. He also told Marshall that Kassidy's head was bobbing around. At approximately 6:00 pm, Evans called Marshall a second time and told him that something odd happened when he arrived at the home in Rochester. Evans told Marshall that after Kassidy got out of tile car, she was standing next to the car and then while Evans was taking his son out of the other side of the car, he noticed that Kassidy was lying face down on the pavement.


[Chad Evans:  It is true that from time to time, both Jeff Marshall and I referred to other people, and to Kassidy, too, as "retards." It was a term that was in vogue then, and is not used now, due to the increased social awareness of actual retardation and mental illness.  It was usually used with a smirk or smile.  I can recall calling some politicians bad drivers "retards."  In Kassidy's case, the term might have been prompted when she fell, which seemed to occur to her more often than for other children her age.  I doubt that I used that term when I called Jeff from my car, because I was genuinely concerned that Kassidy was drooling and leaning forward and her eyes seemed spacey. It was not a time for joking.  

 

When we arrived home, Kassidy did fall, as I described above in #2.] 

   g) 
Evans called Marshall a third time later that same evening on November 8. This time Evans told Marshall that Kassidy and his son, Kyle, were upstairs playing baseball and that Kyle hit Kassidy in the head with a baseball. Evans told Marshall that Kassidy was unconscious and her eyes rolled back in her head. During the call, Evans called out Kassidy's name 4 times.


[Chad Evans:  I did call Jeff a third time, since picking up Kassidy at his home at 5:40 p.m.  I told him about Kyle's hitting the ball into Kassidy's left eye, as described above at #1.  After the hit, Kassidy was not responsive and her eyes did seem to "roll in the back of her head." I was very concerned about her, and I called out her name, 3, 4 or 5 times, in the efforts to revive her.  She seemed to respond while I was still on the phone with Jeff.  When my former wife, Tristan, called shortly thereafter, I described the accident to her and to Amanda, too, when she called.]

   h) 
Marshall stated that the calls from Evans were very unusual because Evans rarely, if ever, called Marshall to discuss Kassidy. It was particularly unusual that Evans called Marshall repeatedly to discuss Kassidy's health. 


[Chad Evans:  Jeff and I knew each other from a work relationship, which I was terminating in the Fall of 2000.  On Sunday, October 22, he and I drove to Auburn, Maine with his trailer to pick up a three-wheeler that I had purchased.  During that trip we talked about a lot of subjects, including Kassidy, and our girlfriends who were sisters. 



However, the babysitting arrangements with Jeff and Jennifer Bortner Conley were almost exclusively within Amanda's domain.  When I picked up Kassidy on the afternoon of November 8, it was the first time that I had picked her up at his home and it was only the second time I had ever been to his home.  I called him several times after picking her up, because of my serious concern about her well-being. As she had been with him for more than two hours on the 8th, I thought he might know something about why she was behaving the way she was behaving. Yes, that was unusual, but she didn't seem well, and that was unusual, too.]

   i) 
On November 9, 2000, Amanda Bortner dropped Kassidy off with Marshall shortly after 8:00 a.m. so that Marshall could babysat Kassidy while Bortner worked. When Marshall first saw Kassidy on November 9, he and Jennifer Conley saw that the child's face was completely covered with new bruises. The bruises were worse than they had ever been before. The bruises were not there when Kassidy left Marshall's home the prior evening. Bortner stated to Marshall: "Look at Kassidy's face." She also stated words to the effect: "Looks like shit, doesn't she." Kassidy was placed on the bed, where she remained, and Marshall did not recall hearing her speak or make any other noise. 


[Chad Evans" When I saw Kassidy on the morning of November 9 as we were getting her ready to go to Jeff's and Jennifer's, she had the bruises and cat scratches that I described above in #1.  They were exactly the same as the previous day, except that the bruise over he left eye, from the "hard rubber ball" accident was new.  Yes, her face was not pretty.  That morning, she seemed tired, but Amanda thought that was an indication that she was getting the flu, which my son, Kyle, had recently experienced. In hindsight, she was far more sick and in danger than we realized.]

   j) 
Marshall said that shortly after Bortner dropped Kassidy off on November 9, he received a telephone call from Evans. Evans immediately asked, "How's Kassidy?" Evans then informed Marshall that New Hampshire DCYF had called Evans, and he asked who had contacted DCYF. Marshall stated that this telephone call was very unusual because Evans had rarely, if ever, expressed concern for Kassidy's welfare in the past. 


[Chad Evans: I called Jeff at 9:47 a.m. and we talked for 13 minutes. Primarily the call was about work, and specifically about a tree at the Greenland McDonald's that needed to be removed or trimmed.  Considering Kassidy's behavior the previous afternoon and evening and her lethargy earlier the morning of the 9th, it was entirely predictable that I asked, "How's Kassidy?" What would have been odd would have been if I had not asked about her. As for Kassidy's welfare, I loved Kassidy and was very concerned about her welfare for the entire five months that I knew her.]

   k) 
Marshall said when Jennifer Conley left for work at 9 a.m., Kassidy was still on the bed. Marshall checked on Kassidy twice during in the morning. The first time, she appeared to be sleeping. \\!hen Marshall checked on Kassidy the second time, he noticed that Kassidy had not moved at all. Marshall tried to wake Kassidy but she was non-responsive. Marshall noticed that Kassidy's eyes rolled back in her head and she was having difficulty breathing. He stated that she had a slight pulse. After calling his girlfriend and attempting to call Kassidy's mother, Marshall called 911. While waiting for rescue to arrive, Marshall tried to revive Kassidy and brought her onto his porch where he attempted to perform CPR.


[Chad Evans: I was not there, but I do know that Jeff called my cell phone, after he had discovered Kassidy's lifeless condition, and left a message that something was wrong.  Later, I understood that in addition to calling me, he had called Jennifer, and then 411 to get Amanda's phone number and then tried to call Amanda. When he called Jennifer again, she told him to call 911, which he finally did.] 

   1) 
Marshall stated that approximately two weeks ago he was babysitting Kassidy. When he took Kassidy out of his truck, he placed her in the bed of the truck. Marshall was fixing some straps in the front of his truck. When he hurried around Kassidy fell over. He stated that Kassidy was not bruised as a result of his incident and was fine afterward. He stated that she might have had a scratch from falling.

[Chad Evans:  As described in #1 and #2 above, Kassidy fell from Jeff's truck onto the pavement when she was with Jeff and Jennifer from Thursday through Saturdy, October 26-28, or 14-12 days before she died.  Kassidy had two large "goose bumps" on the back of her head as a result of that fall. She was severely dehydrated upon her return, requiring our use of Pedialyte, and her hair fell out at some spots of the back of her head.]

   m) 
Marshall stated that Evans is an abusive person and a heavy drinker. He also stated that Evans takes cocaine. Marshall indicated on one occasion he observed marks around Amanda Bortner's neck. Marshall stated that Bortner told him that Evans had caused this bruising on her neck. 


[Chad Evans:  I was never an abusive person. I was a good father, and still try to be, despite my wrongful conviction and wrongful imprisonment. I was a good manager of people at work.  As a young man I experimented with cocaine, but only a few times, and never since I met Amanda Bortner on June 2, 2000.  At social occasions or camping trips in my earlier years, I would sometimes drink too much, but I was not a heavy drinker.  I would often come home in the evening after work and not have wine, beer or any alcohol.



Regarding the alleged bruise on Amanda's neck, Sgt. White's affidavit may be referring to an incident when Amanda and I were driving home from a work-related event at the Exeter Inn, on Friday, August 25. In my truck, Amanda was stating her jealously of another woman at the party whom I had dated, and Amanda was hitting me while I was driving. I reached over to her with my right arm to get her to stop hitting me.  I don't believe that that restraining action caused a bruise, but that was the only incident that could have come close to that description.] 
7) Jennifer Conley was interviewed by Detective Steven Hamel of the Kittery Police Department and Detective Jeffrey Smith of the Maine State Police. Conley related the following facts:

a) 
She and Jefferey Marshall had observed bruising to Kassidy's face during the 2 months that her sister, Amanda Bortner, lived with Chad Evans.


[Chad Evans:  Many people who saw Kassidy during the fall of 2000 saw bruises on Kassidy. They seemed to happen more frequently and more easily than for other children her age, but we never thought it serious enough to ask a doctor about what we described as "bruising easily."  As noted above, Amanda and Kassidy lived with me very happily and for more like four months than two months.  Yes, there were bruises on Kassidy's face and there were other injuries which all seemed to be accompanied with reasonable explanations.  What we did not understand was the seriousness of some of the injuries, such as the fall from Jeff Marshall's truck about two weeks before her death, and the fall from Jeff's bed and the fall to my coffee table, and the fall to the pavement in my driveway and the hitting of a "hard rubber ball" to her head on the evening of November 8th.  We know a lot more now than we knew in 2000 about the risks of head injuries, especially in children.]

b) 
When Amanda dropped off Kassidy on the morning of November 9, Jennifer noted bruising on Kassidy's face. Amanda pointed the bruises out to Jennifer and Jefferey Marshall. The bruises were more severe than Jennifer had ever seen in the past.


[Chad Evans:  Yes, the bruising on Kassidy's face on the morning of November 9 looked worse than I had ever seen before, too, but no one understood that one or more of those bruises may have indicated serious head or brain injury.]

8) Angela Blodgett, a detective with the Maine State Police, informed me that she interviewed Amanda Bortner. Bortner related the following facts:

a) 
She had been dating Chad Evans for approximately 6 months and had been living with him in Rochester, New Hampshire for approximately 2 months. She stated that Evans was on probation for domestic violence toward his wife (Evans was married but separated from his wife).


[Chad Evans:  It was five months and a week from my June 2 first date with Amanda Bortner, which was blind date arranged by Jeff Marshall and Jennifer Bortner Conley, and the November 9 death of Kassidy Bortner.  However, as noted above, Amanda, Kassidy and I lived together in my home in Rochester, New Hampshire for approximately four of those months.]

b) 
Bortner stated that Evans had abused Kassidy for approximately 4-6 weeks. Bortner related several instances when Evans abused Kassidy. Specifically, she cited incidents where Evans grabbed Kassidy's face in a "palming" fashion and threw her into corners in the home hard enough for Kassidy to strike her head on the floor and/or wall. He would also grab Kassidy's arm and throw her against the wall. On one or two occasions, Evans choked Kassidy until she gagged to stop Kassidy from crying. Also, once when he was angry, Evans picked Kassidy up by her head.


[Chad Evans:  I never abused Kassidy Bortner. I loved Kassidy Bortner.  As noted above, however, when I sometimes held her face with one hand, I caused bruises to appear at the bottom of each cheeks. Before Kassidy came into my life, I sometimes held my son's face in exactly the same manner, and no bruising ever appeared.  



I never spanked or hit Kassidy Bortner. I never threw her into corners or against a wall. I never choked Kassidy and I never picked her up by her head.



All of these allegations came from interviews by Maine State Police Detectives Richard LeClair and Angela Blodgett on the afternoon and early evening of the day that that Kassidy died.  Amanda Bortner was traumatized by the death of her daughter and the police told her that they were certain that I slowly killed her daughter.  As Amanda said later on several occasions, "I would have believed them if they had told me that the Pope had killed my daughter."



During the first twenty minutes of the first of her two interviews on November 9, Amanda also said or asked:


"She [Kassidy] has bruises on her body?" (p 12)[831]


"She had bruises on her body? They said that?" (p. 12)[831]


"Yeah, he [Chad] is a really good guy." (p. 15)[834]


"...he's like the best father. You can ask anybody."  (p. 15)[834]
c) 
Bortner stated that about 2 weeks ago Marshall informed her that he had put Kassidy in the truck and when he turned to speak with his neighbor Kassidy fell out of the truck onto the pavement. She stated that after this incident Kassidy was "spacey" and lethargic.



[Chad Evans: Correct, to my knowledge.]

d) 
Bortner spoke to Evans about bringing Kassidy to the doctor for Kassidy's lethargic behavior. Bortner and Evans agreed that they could not bring Kassidy to the doctor's office because she had bruises from Evans' conduct. In addition, Bortner and Evans discussed and agreed to lie about the causes of Kassidy's injuries. They both routinely told people who inquired that Kassidy's bruises and injuries where the result of her falling down stairs or off their trampoline.


[Chad Evans: Amanda and I did talk at various times about taking Kassidy to see a doctor.  Usually, the decision was that such a visit was not necessary because Kassidy recovered from whatever injury or ailment prompted the discussion.  On one occasion, we discussed that a visit to a doctor could be delayed until her bruises disappeared, which was never more than several days.  My concern about the occasional bruising on Kassidy's chin or lower cheeks was I would be wrongly accused of abusing Kassidy, when that bruising occurred only because I was trying to get her attention by making eye contact. Other bruises occurred from accidents that I witnessed or heard about. After Kassidy's death, my prediction of wrongful accusations was proved fatefully true.



Amanda should have taken Kassidy to see a doctor about what we believed was a tendency for easy bruising.  I should have supported such a doctor's examination.  Amanda told her police interviewers on November 9 that she thought the problem was anemia, as her mother had anemia.



Regarding the explanations of Kassidy's bruises as coming from my catching her during a trampoline fall, or from falling down the stairs, both explanations were based on actual incidents.  Over time, it seemed easier, and shorter, to explain bruises with the shorthand stories of a trampoline fall or a fall down stairs.  In hindsight, such shorthand explanations led to suspicion about what really happened, and those suspicions were far worse than the real explanations of what happened - at least as far as Amanda and I knew.



When my former wife, Tristan, heard me explain a bruise with the trampoline story and heard Amanda explain the same bruise with the falling down stairs story, Tristan was correctly suspicious and she called the New Hampshire Dept of Children Youth and Families.  She was not concerned that I or Amanda was abusing Kassidy but that we were protecting someone else.  In hindsight, it would have been better if the three of us could have openly discussed the bruises, but in the context at the time of a former wife and current girlfriend, those conversations just didn't occur. I wish they had.]
e) 
Bortner stated that, even though Kassidy was acting "spacey" for a few weeks, on the morning on November 8, Kassidy was acting normal. Bortner was doing ABC and picture flashcards with Kassidy and she was responding appropriately.



[Chad Evans: Correct, to my knowledge.]

f) 
Later, on November 8, while Bortner was working, she called Chad Evans at his home. Evans told her that earlier in the evening, Kassidy had been lying face down on the ground, and that Evans' son had hit Kassidy in the head with a wiffle ball. However, Evans told Bortner that he had given Kassidy a bath and that she was then fine. When Bortner arrived home at approximately 12 midnight, Kassidy was sleeping and Bortner noticed a red mark on Kassidy's face.


[Chad Evans: The events of November 8 are described in #2, above.  However, I did not tell Amanda that the ball that hit Kassidy was a wiffle ball.  I may have said "ball" and she may have assumed a wiffle ball, because almost all the balls in the ball basket in Kyle's room were wiffle balls.  Unfortunately, one was a "hard rubber ball" or "starter baseball" and that was the ball that hit Kassidy.  I never should have pitched it to Kyle that night in his bedroom, but I did. The other balls that he hit that evening were all wiffle balls and the balls he hit did not come close to hitting Kassidy or me. 


I did tell Amanda that I had given Kassidy a bath, but I did not tell her that Kassidy was "fine," as I was still very concerned about her condition during the drive home from Jeff's babysitting, and the fall in my driveway and from the ball hitting her.  The "red mark" which Amanda saw over Kassidy's left eye was from the ball hit by Kyle.]

g) 
In the morning on November 9, 2000, Kassidy woke up at 6:30 a.m. crying. Her head was bobbing backwards, she seemed tired, ate little or nothing, and her eyes were rolling back into her head.


[Chad Evans: I did not notice the "head bobbing" symptoms on the morning of November 9, but that was what I observed during the ride home from Jeff's on the previous afternoon. On the morning of the 9th, she did seem tired, and ate very little.  I do not recall that her eyes were anything other than normal.  If there had been any "head bobbing" or "eyes rolling back into her head" on that morning, we would have taken Kassidy to a doctor or right to a hospital.  That was the plan that I discussed the previous evening with my former wife, Tristan, which was that if Kassidy did not improve by the morning, then we would take her to the hospital.  On the morning of the 9th, Amanda and I attributed Kassidy's lethargy to catching the flu, which had infected Kyle the previous week. Our thinking about Kassidy's condition during that rushed period on the way to work and daily activities was tragically wishful.]    

h) 
Bortner dropped Kassidy off with Jefferey Marshall and Jennifer Conley during the morning on November 9. When she arrived there, she brought Kassidy into their bedroom and pointed out to Jennifer and Marshall the new bruises on Kassidy's face. Later that day, Bortner received a call from her sister and went to the hospital.



[Chad Evans: Correct, to my knowledge.]

i) 
Bortner indicated that Evans had head-butted her once, choked her a few times, and "pushed her around" when he got angry with her. During one argument, Evans picked Kassidy, who was crying, up and threw her on their bed while stating that he wished Kassidy wasn't around.


[Chad Evans:  The head-butting incident in our laundry room in the basement was part of a playful argument or joke and was not an example of any abuse.  I never choked Amanda or engaged in any behavior which could be considered to be choking and never "pushed her around."  I never picked up Kassidy and threw her onto our bed and never stated that I wished Kassidy "wasn't around."  As with other statements which the police pulled from Amanda, there was a likely grain of truth from which each statement sprouted. The "head-butted" is explained here. The alleged "choking" may have arisen from the restraint action after the party at the Exeter Inn in August, as explained in #6m, above.  The "pushed her around" allegation is no more true than Amanda pushing me around, as she sometimes did, playfully.  Amanda was not a person to be pushed around in the sense claimed in the Affidavit. Regarding Kassidy, she would sometimes require a "time-out" and I sometimes carried her up to her bedroom and put her onto her bed, safely, but I never threw her.  Finally, I made the comment at some point in my relationship with Amanda, likely when Kassidy was being cared for by someone else, that our time was simpler in her absence.  That was also true for our lives when Kyle was not with us, but I loved both children, and my stepson, Brent, who spent less time with us as he grew more attached to his biological father.]

9) Det. Scott Harakles of the Maine State Police informed me that he interviewed Travis C. Hunt who is a roommate with Evans and Bortner in Rochester. Hunt stated that he knew Evans for 5-6 years. Hunt knew that Evans was married to Tristan Evans for about 4 years. Hunt denies that he has any knowledge that Evans was abusive toward Tristan. Hunt stated that Evans loves children and did not observe any fighting between Bortner and Evans. Hunt stated that she saw bruises on Kassidy but had seen Kassidy fall into a coffee table and did not use her arms to break a fall. Hunt saw Evans in the evening on November 8 while Kassidy was taking a bath. Hunt noticed a bruise on Kassidy's eye. Evans told Hunt that Evans' 3-year-old son hit Kassidy in the eye with a ball. Hunt said that Evans' son confirmed that he hit Kassidy in the eye.


[Chad Evans: Correct, to my knowledge.]

10) Det. Lance McCleish of the Maine State Police and Det. Richard LeClair of the Maine State Police informed me that they interviewed Chad Evans on November 9, 2000. Evans provided the following the following information:

a) 
He stated that he picked Kassidy up at Marshall's house on November 8 and Kassidy was acting funny. Kassidy was quieter than normal. She was leaning forward in the seat in the car and drooling. Evans stated that he called Marshall and asked whether Marshall had beaten Kassidy. Evans then picked up his son Kyle. Evans was home alone with Kassidy and his son for about 30-45 minutes before Hunt arrived. Evans claims that he called Marshall a second time when they arrived home in Rochester. He told Marshall that the strangest thing happened and that Kassidy was acting weird. Evans described to Marshall that when he took Kassidy out of the car and then got his son out of his car, Kassidy fell on the ground and was lying face down. Later that night, Evans' son and Kassidy were playing ball and Kassidy was hit in the eye by a hard rubber ball.



[Chad Evans: Correct.  However, my statement to the detectives about my call to Jeff from my car was "I was kind of joking when I called Jeff and said, 'What the hell did you do? beat this kid up?' "]
b) 
During the interview Evans initially stated that he did not notice any bruises on Kassidy's eye. When confronted about the bruises on Kassidy's face, Evans stated that he noticed a spot on her eye. Later in the interview, Evans stated that he considered bringing Kassidy to the hospital but was afraid to do so because of the bruises on her face. Evans denied that the bruises and scratches on Kassidy's face were caused by him. While Evans denied abusing Kassidy, he admitted that on one occasion he used both hands to pick the child up by her head. Evans claims he did this to prevent Kassidy from falling off a trampoline. Evans also admitted that several times he grabbed Kassidy's face to discipline her. Finally, Evans said that he played with Kassidy in a "rough" fashion to "toughen her up."


[Chad Evans:  Without page references, it's hard to respond specifically.  At page 57 [1536] Detectives LeClair asked me, 'What did she have last night for bruises when you were bathing her?' and I told both detectives about the hard rubber ball/starter baseball incident. I also told them at page 58 [1537] that "she had a little black and blue that I'm assuming is when she hit the driveway."


Detective LeClair asked later,  "What about bruises when you went this morning?" and I responded, "I didn't notice anything, I mean other than you know she had that, like I said, she had like a lump one side of the head that was a little black and blue." (p. 65)[1542]



Given what's happened to me, my concern that a doctor or hospital would incorrectly accuse me about bruises was well placed. However, in hindsight, and now knowing that Kassidy was seriously ill or injured during her last week or two weeks of life, that concern should not been a significant factor in the decision on whether to go see a doctor or hospital.
    



Regarding the allegation that I picked up Kassidy by her head, Detective McCleish asked me, "Have you ever picked her up by part of her body other than her arms or her legs?... Just like - By her head?" and I answered, "No." (p. 98)[1597] and later, "Not, no [sic] have I picked her up like maliciously by the neck... The thought of that is, you know.... No, that's totally - Do you know what? ....If I'm, if I'm a freaken abuser don't you think I'd be a little smarter than to hit her in the face?" (p. 99)[1578]



Regarding the trampoline story, it was true that I had caught Kassidy to prevent her from falling, but it didn't cause a bruise on her face.



Yes, several times I did hold her face to gain and secure eye contact, and say to her, "Listen to me, Kassidy."  Sometimes, bruises developed where I held her, and we should have brought Kassidy to a doctor to determine why she was bruising easily, as I had held her no harder than I had held my son, or than my father held my chin or than his father held his, all for the same purpose to gain and secure eye contact.



Finally, with respect to playing with Kassidy, I had a son and a step son and always wrestled with them and played "horsey rides" and did father and son things.  When I played with Kassidy, such as when I held her upside down so she would "walk" on the ceiling, it is true that Amanda would sometimes get concerned and remind me that Kassidy was a young girl.]
c) 
Evans claims that he was only alone with Kassidy 3-4 times. Evans claimed that Marshall admitted that Marshall hit Kassidy so hard that his hand stung and Kassidy was black and blue. Evans also stated that Kassidy fell out of the truck at Marshall's truck and had a bump on her head. 

       [Chad Evans: Correct, to my knowledge.  However, to further clarify the "only alone" statement, I said to Detectives LeClair and McCleish, 'I watched her probably from 7 to 8:30 on two of the nights [of Amanda's three financial management Thursday night classes]. And one of the nights she just stayed with Jeff the whole time and I think I've watched her twice since she's worked. And I really can't think of many times other than that been alone.  As a matter of fact, last night was the only time I think I had her alone for any period. We were along for about half an hour or so before Trav came in.  Most of the time I have her and the kids, I just go. I mean her and the kids. Her and Kyle [and] I would to go my friend Bruce's house.'  (page 40)[1319]  Regarding November 8, my recollection was incorrect. While I was alone with Kassidy in my car during the 25 minute ride from Jeff Marshall's (5:40 p.m.)  to Kyle's daycare (6:05 p.m.), I was not alone again with Kassidy.  After picking up Kyle, he was with us the rest of the day and evening.]
11) Det. John Marasco New Hampshire State PoliCe informed me that he interviewed Tristan Evans on November 9, 2000, with Det. Linscott. Tristan stated that she was Chad Evans' wife for about 4 years. Tristan observed bruises on Kassidy's body a couple of weeks ago. When she confronted Evans, he claimed that Kassidy had fallen off of a trampoline. When Tristan asked Bortner about the bruises she claimed that Kassidy had fallen down the stairs. 

   [Chad Evans: Correct, to my knowledge.]

12) Jennifer Conley and Jefferey Marshall both advised that they were with Amanda Bortner at the Anchorage Motor Inn in Portsmouth, NH, on the evening November 9. They recalled that in the late evening or early morning hours, they heard Bortner speak by telephone with a person whom they believed to be Chad Evans. Conley and Marshall each advised that they heard Bortner state words to the effect of: "I know you slowly killed my baby," and "You wished she had never been born." 

   [Chad Evans: Correct, to my knowledge.]

13) Based on the foregoing there is probable cause to believe that Chad Evans committed the offense of manslaughter in recklessly causing the death of Kassidy Bortner.


[Given the responses made by me and others  to questions from the Maine and New Hampshire State Police, and Kittery Police, I can see how Sergeant White had reason to believe there was probable cause to arrest me and to submit the case to a Strafford County Grand Jury.  However, 


1. All the investigators approached, from the beginning, the death of Kassidy Bortner as a criminal problem, and not as the result of accumulated accidents.  With such a criminal model where someone intentionally inflicted blows upon Kassidy, the investigators felt compelled to make a decision about which person was responsible. 


2. If there had been no Chad Evans and the bruises attributed to me were attributed to either accidents or others, then there was also probable cause established for the view that Jefferey Marshall was the person who inflicted the blows that were thought to have been fatal to Kassidy Bortner.  (It is not the position of this paper, or of Chad Evans' website or of the upcoming book, "Eye Contact" that Jefferey Marshall intentionally inflicted the blows that caused the death of Kassidy Bortner.  It's only noted here that there was enough evidence in Sgt White's summary to find probable cause for arresting Jeff Marshall, too.)


 I did absolutely nothing to cause the death of Kassidy, except that if the hard rubber ball/starter baseball that my son hit into Kassidy's left eye did contribute to her death, I readily and regretfully acknowledge that I carelessly pitched that ball into Kyle's bat.  Further, and in hindsight, I wish I had recommended to Amanda more strongly that we take Kassidy to a doctor or a hospital, and that she discontinue immediately the babysitting arrangement with Jeff Marshall.] 
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