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POLICE PROBING TODDLER'S DEATH
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State police on Friday were investigating what they called the "suspicious nature" of the death of a 21-month-old girl who died at her sitter's home. 

Cassidy Bortner apparently died Thursday before being rushed from a Rogers Road home to York Hospital, said police Sgt. Matthew Stewart. "Our initial impression is that some injuries and the circumstances are of a suspicious nature," Stewart said. He would not describe the location or nature of the injuries. 

The baby had been in the care of her baby sitter on Rogers Road all morning when the sitter called police about 12:30 p.m. because the child had become unresponsive. 

The toddler was taken to the hospital, where she was pronounced dead, police said. 

The Maine medical examiner's office conducted an autopsy on the victim Friday, but it was inconclusive and a spokesperson said more study is needed before a cause of death is determined. 

Cassidy lived with her mother, 18-year-old Amanda Bortner, in Rochester, N.H. Attempts to reach the baby's mother for comment Friday were unsuccessful. 

Stewart said that Maine and New Hampshire state police, as well as Kittery police, were working on the case. No charges have been filed against anyone in connection with the death. 

"Our investigation is directed toward determining the nature of the child's death," Stewart said. 

He said police had interviewed numerous people, including the sitter, to try to determine what led up to the baby's death. 

"We are continuing to collect evidence and take statements and form as clear and distinct a picture as we possibly can," Stewart. 

Stewart declined to say whether there are suspects in the child's death. 

The house in which the baby was being cared for is about a mile from the Kittery Police Department. Police would not identify the baby sitter, whose address is a multifamily property. 
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