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Cause of toddler's death is under scrutiny; police call it suspicious 
By Karen Dandurant, Portsmouth Herald Staff Writer   kdandurant@seacoastonline.com 

KITTERY— Police were awaiting the results of an autopsy being performed yesterday, to determine the exact cause of death of 21-month-old Cassidy Bortner. The toddler was the daughter of 18-year-old Amanda Bortner of Rochester. 

    According to the Maine State Medical Examiner's office, the results of the autopsy are pending further analysis. It is not expected that any results would be available before Monday. 

    Cassidy was pronounced dead at York Hospital after rescue efforts failed to revive her. She was transported from her baby sitter's home on Rogers Road in Kittery to the hospital after her sitter, Jeffrey Marshall, called emergency personnel at 12:45 p.m. because the little girl could not be woken from a nap. 

    No arrests have been made but police are calling the death suspicious. 

    Maine State Police Trooper Sgt. Matthew Stewart said they were still in the process of conducting interviews and waiting for word on the cause of death. "No charges are pending at this point," said Stewart. 

    Amanda Bortner lives with her boyfriend in Rochester. Marshall is a relative who reportedly often baby-sat the little girl. 

    The autopsy was being performed at the Chief Medical Examiner's office in Augusta, Maine. Reached by phone Friday afternoon, a spokesperson said the autopsy was under way. She said they had not yet ruled out the death as being suspicious. 

