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AB Amanda Bortner

ACB  Det. Angela C. Blodgett, Maine State Police, CID !
Jw Sgt. James White, New Hampshire State Police

(BEGIN INTERVIEW)

ACB  And New Hampshire's been working on this and will be as well as us.

AB Okay.

ACB  Um, so you should feel free to go direct to them as well. This is, | may have spelled your mother's
name wrong. Isit2n'sand 21's, oris it 1 n.

AB It's, um, C-O-N-L-E-Y.

ACB  So if you just want to read that and initial the change and sign there. Basically, it says that
KASSIDY's body can be released to Andrews Funeral Home and that the arrangements that your
mother has made through Andrews are acceptable to you.

AB Um. Yeah, she, um, told me | had to sign, like she said there wrote some things for me.

ACB  The funeral home had one, too.

AB Oh, so | don't have to do that one anymore?

ACB  No, this is the one from the Medical Examiner's Office.
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AB Does it matter, her name's spelled witha K, nota C.

ACB Oh, go ahead and change it.

AB Okay.

ACB  And I'm going to fax this up to them and then Andrew is going to pick up KASSIDY this afternoon.
AB Just sign right here. '

ACB  Yup, just sign there. And I'll be your witness. Were there things you wanted to address?

JwW Yup. AMANDA, | just wanted to, number one, introduce myseif.

AB Okay.

JW Okay and let you know who [ am. Um, this is a joint investigation between the Maine State Police
and the New Hampshire State Police, Rochester Police, there's several agencies involved in this.

AB  Okay.

JW Okay? It's obviously a very serious matter and we're taking it very seriously.

AB Um, hum.

JW And our purpose here is to get the truth and find out just what happened and we need your
cooperation fully to do that. Do we have that?

AB Um, hum.

Jw Okay. And | understand that you've met with ANGELA BLODGETT on at least a couple of
occasions and ANGELA's going to stay invoived in this just as well with you and ! just want you to
know that, and | encourage you to do this, that anytime that you feel the need to talk to either of
us, you're more than welcome any time of the day or night. 1l give you my card with a, ah, with a
number you can call 24 hours and page.

AB Okay.

JW Anything you're uncomfortable with, any thing, information that comes up that you think of that you
think of that you think needs to be imparted to us.

AB | do want to see like a counselor because, like,l don't know.
ACB Okay.
AB | just don't understand like why | still want to see CHAD and | can't help prevent myself from

calling him, you know what | mean?
ACB  Yup.

AB { don't know why i do, but.
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Do you, um, yeah, | can get in touch with a couple places, um, ...
Like | know I'm going to call him, you know what | mean? Like we can talk.
Yeah.

And | know I'm still going to cali him.

Have you been staying with him?

Yeah.

The last couple of days?

Yeah.

At, um, BRUCE's or at the house ...

Um, hum.

At BRUCE's?

At BRUCE's house.

Did he bring you here this morning?

No. |, well, | came with my friend, MELISSA, she's helping me out.
Yeah.

But, my friend, KATHY, my best friend from Texas is coming up.
She is? Good.

I don't know what day, well, she says going to really, really try, but like her and MELISSA are my
bestest friends and | haven't really got to talk to them. Like today's the first day I've talked to her.

Um.

Well, they're all saying that | shouldn't be with CHAD, you know? And | know | shouldn't be, but |
don't know why, you know what | mean? I'mjust all ...

Yeah. And what's been going on with him these last couple of days?
He's just been ...

Have you talked any more about it?

We haven't really talked about it, but, um, he just said sorry for what he did. You know? He
thinks he made a mistake. He just telis me he loves me and ...

i mean is he talking abo:i* just the general abuse that we've gone over?

00
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Yes.

Or is there something mare?

No. It's all the same.

He hasn't told you anything more?

He talks about JEFF and, | don't know if | told you, | told you everything about JEFF about
everything that happened.

The spanking?

Yes. And when he, they weere there, like she was there for 2 days when | had my Money
Management class and she was really sick when she came back.

Yeah.

She was dehydrated.

Did he ever talk to you about her getting into Windex? Or window cleaner?

Yeah.

Okay.

JEFF.

Was that that same ...

Yeah.

... that two days? Okay.

I thought | might have told you that, | don't know.

We've gone over se much I've lost track. Um, | know that JEFFREY told us.

Yeah, he, he's keep mentioning well JEFF, and, ah, the things that JEFF says and stuff. Like
JEFF would make comments like, um, calling her a little bitch and stuff, but, you know, they were

never serious so | never took them serious and ...

What about CHAD saying, ah, that he wished you had never had her and he wish she was dead?

Yeah, he made that, he said, um, he was just, | thought he was just joking around. He did that
only once.

Do you remember when he, when he said that to you? What the ...

Yeah, yeah, ...

<
e
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... where you were?

Yeah, yeah, | was in the bedroom and, um, he had grabbed her face and | yelled at him and ! like
pulled her away. And | was just like just go down stairs, you know. | was really mad and he made
that comment as he was going down the stairs.

What was going on then? Tell us about that.

Um, she just started crying when he came in the room, but, because he came near me or
whatever because that's when she would cry, well a lot of the times she would cry. She was just
really jealous. And he had grabbed her face and was like, threw her on the bed.

Yup. Okay.

And then | got really mad, you know. And, um, that's when he said it.

What did he say?

He said, um, he said, | don't think he used the word dead | think he said, um, | wish she wasn't
here or something, something like that. You know it was like he was just really frustrated, you
know? So | never really thought about it.

Yeah. Um, did you talk to him at all about the Polygraph? Remember we talked about the lie
detector test?

Yeah, | did. He was like all about it. He was just like, yeah, I'll take one. My mom told me on the
phone that someone said that he didn't want to take one and | was like, "Did you say you didn't
want to take one?” He's like, "No, nobody asked me to take one."

Okay, so you think ...

So people are just talking. it's just a big mess. Sanford, where | used to live people are really like
thinking | did something and like people think someone said that he was dead or something. That
CHAD was dead and he'd kill himself.

Did you see CHAD this morning?

Um, hum.

Where did you guys stay last night?

At his house last night.

You did. Okay.

Yeah.

Is that where he is now?

Yup.

Where are you going to be staying?
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AB Um, ...

ACB  If you want, AMANDA, you don't want, but you've got to commit one way or the other. If you don't
want to be with CHAD, | mean, | can, and you don't want to go home, | can call the Abused
Women's Project, | can get you in a shelter. Where he's not going to know where you are.

AB Um, hum.

ACB  They can give you some counseling. Um, and that sort of thing, but you can't be wishy-washy
about it.

AB Yeah, | know, | am wishy-washy. | know it. Really ...

ACB Imean, it's going to put a lot of people out to do that and if you're just going to, you know, three
hours later after they make all these arrangements and arrange for counseling and a place, a safe
house to be and all this stuff and you're just going to call and have him pick you up.

AB Um, hum.

ACB  They're going to be mad at me.

AB Yeah, and I'm not like | can't say fike | know that | should do that, but, you know, |, | just couldn't.

JW Has, has CHAD said anything that makes you feel that way?

AB Like?

JW Like you need to be there with him? Or is this just the way you're feeling?

AB  Like he needs me?

ACB Yeah.

AB Yeah. All the time.

ACB  Has he gotten mad at you?

AB No.

ACB Since then? No?

AB He's like the most important person |, that's there, you know. He's like the most comforting one to
me.

- ACB I mean, do you think it's because of guilt? Because he killed her?
AB i don't know. | don't know, you know?

ACB | mean do you ask him flat out?
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Actually, every time | go over wh, what happened and why he didn't bring her to ahospital? 1 yell
at him and he just says, "Sorry. Sorry. | don't know why.” And ...

Have you really, | mean, have you demanded an answer from him? What did youdotomy
daughter. You killed her?

No, I've never said that to him.

Do you think that's something that maybe you néed to do? | mean can you do that?
I don't know if he did. That's, you know what | mean?

Did you kill her?

Did I kill her?

Right.

No.

Okay. If you didn't kill her and JEFF didn't kill her, wha else had contact with her? | mean | really,
| don't believe that a stranger broke into your house and hit up side the head, and punched her
and kicked her in the stomach and, and all that stuff during the night.

Um, hum.

There's one person left. So, | mean, that's why we're here. You killed her or CHAD killed her.
Right now I'm pretty convinced that JEFF didn't kill her. Um, | wish that he had reported the
abuse. | wish a lot of people had so that, um, you know, | would hate to take a kid away from you,
but if you're not going to protect her...

Um, hum.

... then I'm going to. And that's what we're doing right now. Nobody did anything for KASSIDY
when she was alive. Everybody, and | know that you don't want to hear it, but you just stoad there
and you let her just get beat on. Her life sucked. It really did for a year and a half old. | mean,

she really had a shitty last six months. Um, I'm not going to, | don't care if she's dead now, we're
still working for her and although we couldn't save her, we're going to make sure that at least
somebody stands up to what they did.

Um, hum.

Owns up to it. And doesn't it make sense to you.

Yeah, it does.

That if you didn't kilt her, then CHAD must have.

Um, hum.

I don't think a three year old, KYLE's the only other one in the house. | don't think a three year old
could beat her to death.
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AB Um hum.

ACB  Um, TRAVIS left at 9 o'clock.

AB Um, hum.

ACB  He's coming up with all these excuses. You knaw, she's laying on the floor, on the, on the ground
and, then, the next time you talk to him, but he doesn't take her to the hospital. And then he says
she's fine and he gives her a bath and, um, she gets hit in the face with a baseball bat and the
next day she's dead.

AB Um, hum.

ACB  From traumatic head trauma. She's gbt abdomen bruises that | don't think can be accounted for
by CPR compressions. ! mean, she's got internal bleeding.

AB Um, hum.

ACB I mean, this is punched, kicked, stomped in the stomach causes these type of injuries. Her head
is just, they, it took them hours and hours to count her bruises. This is, | mean, that was, probably
your daughter was the most beaten child | have seen so far in seven years.

AB  Oh, my God.

ACB  And you've just got to deal with it that if you, you didn't kill her, then CHAD must have. He's alone
with her. You know what he does when you're there. Why do you think he's nice to her when
you're not? Doesn't it make sense that he would put on his best face when you're there?

- <-AB Yeah.

JW And even, AMANDA, your own admission, his best face wasn't always on even when you were
there. Because you've described several things to, to ANGELA that he did with you there.

AB Um, hum.
JW And you just told me about one of them just now.

AB Yeah.

ACB | think this, if, if you did not kill your daughter, | think that as a mother, since you didn't stop it when
it could be stopped, that you at least need to take responsibility to help us find out what happened.

AB Um, hum.

ACB  So that she can at least rest in peace. Um,

JW We need your full cooperation in this. We need it.
AB 1 won't talk to him any more.

ACB  idon't, 'm not telling you not to talk to him.
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AB | know, but ...

ACB But make a decision.
AB Yeah.

ACB  Either, if you tell me | know he kilied my daughter and I'm going to be with him anyway, you
wouldn't be the first person to tell me this.

AB I'm not going to be with him.

ACB  But, | mean, make ...

AB Like when { look at him and | ...

- ACB | don't know how you can be sleeping with someone that killed your child.

AB Um, hum.

ACB  Um, and if you tell me and can look me in the eye and say, "l did not kill her”, then it doesn't take a
mathematician to figure out that CHAD did something. And CHAD did something more than "she
fell down and hit her head and 1 just didn't take her to the doctor”.

AB Um, hum.

ACB  He beat the crap out of her. Um, and | think it's been going on when you weren't there for a long
time and this is just the worst of them. And for whatever reason, whatever place you were in at
the time, you just, you know, pushed it down and didn't deal with it, but you can't do that any more.
She's dead.

AB Um, hum.

ACB  Someone's got to be held responsible. And what kind of a person can't even own up to, to what
they do? Um, | mean, if it wasn't intentional, why can't he say, "l lost it." You know? "l need help.
I've had these Anger Management classes before. | don't know what's wrong with me. Someone
help me. AMANDA help me get through this.”

AB Um, hum.

ACB  You know, what can | do to fix this, | need to, you know, | need help. He's not doing that at alt.

AB Yeah.

ACB | think he's glad she's gone. Had a littie football party, right? Did you know that Sunday, was it
Sunday? Yeah, Sunday afternoon, he had a big party with beer, they're dancing and jumping on
the trampoline and ...

AB No, | don't think so.

ACB  Yeah. During the footbali games.
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AB At his house?

ACB  Yup. In Rochester.

Jw Hum, hum.

AB Oh, my God.

ACB [ just think that you need ...

AB Yeah, | want, I'm not going to ...

ACB .. toneed a decision.

AB ... 'm not going to go there any more.

ACB Do you need me to help you make arrangements now so that you don't?
AB Well, | can stay with MELISSA.

ACB Is MELISSA going to support that decision?

AB The only thing is is yesterday | had a $1,000.00 check and | gave it to him to put into savings and
cash for me. It'sin AMANDA CONLEY, not in AMANDA BORTNER.

ACB  Um, hum.
AB And he said he'd give it to me, they said it would clear in five days. That's what he told me.

ACB  Well, I'm sure that Rochester Police Department could stop by the house and pick that up for you
when it's ready.

AB Okay.

Jw Where, how can we get in touch with you?

AB Her phone number.

Jw MELISSA's?

AB Yeah.

JW What's that?

AB 1, oh, 20% - I have everything in my car | need right now so | don't have to go there. 490-0531.
JW Where does MELISSA live?

ACB  Sanford.

JW Sanford?
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AB Springvale.
Jw AMANDA, here's my card. That, ah, 3636, 271-3636 is 24 hours a day.
AB Yeah.

(Det. Blodgett Exits)

JW They can page me if you need to talk or if anything comes to mind at all. Anything else you want
to talk about today? I'm sure you've got a lot going through your mind.

AB Yeah, 1 do. ! don't know what my problem is. Like | should hate him , You know.
Jw Do you think he's responsible?

AB I don't know. | know he definitely had something to do with it. | don't, | told them everything. You
know, | don't know if he, or what he did that night.

Jw Did he tell you what he did that night?

AB | already went through it with her.

JW Did you, when you got home from work, did you take a look at KASSIDY?

AB I did. 1told her | didn't see anything other than a bruise here and over here from a fall.
Jw Was she in bed?

AB Yup.

Jw Were the lights on?

AB No, but the next morning | saw her. She looked the same, but then | told her like you can look
through my glasses and see how bad my eyes are. | told her that, too.

JW Also, maybe we can get you someone to talk to that that's going to help. And again, some of
them may be just, if there's anything at all that you've held back that you want to tell us.

AB No, I haven't. I've told you everything. And you know, if you're thinking, 2?7 that there's anything
JW Okay, because we're going to need your cooperation to, to push this forward.
AB You have my full cooperation.

JW Okay. And | know ANGELA offered and, ah, if it comes down to finding a place for you to stay ...

AB Um, hum.
JwW .. if MELISSA says that this is fine for a few days, ...

AB On, she's all for it. As long as | want and, um, actually, a lady, TRACY, that | used to baby sit for,
| babysat for her for like five years. She was talking to MELISSA and MELISSA told me that she's
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leaving for London and I can use her house. She lives right down the street from MISSY. But ... |
haven't talked to her, though. She doesn't have a telephone.

Did you say MELISSA's here with you now?
Yeah. I'm trying to talk with TRACY.
Okay. Okay, hang on just a minute.

(Sgt. White Exits)
(Sgt. White Enters)

AMANDA, can | get you something to drink?
No, thanks.

You want a soda or something?

No.

Water? Anything to eat?

No. I was, is she talking to MELISSA?
What's that?

She was talking to MELISSA?

Yeanh, just to be sure that you're all set on your arrangements and we just wanted to be sure

you're safe.

Um, hum.

And that you've got somewhere to go. You said that you really fee! like you need to get away from
CHAD.

Yeah.

And you shouidn't be talking to him, you said.
Yeah.

You've got to make that decision.

Um, hum.

I mean it's important. And like | said for this, for this to move forward you're, we're really counting
on your cooperation and your help.

um, hum.

And you told me that you'll give that to us.
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AB Yeah | will,
JW Allright. And, ah, what are your plans this afternoon?
AB Oh, we're going to go up about the funeral home and, um, figure out some arrangements prior to
Saturday. Because it's Saturday at 11:00.
JW How did you leave things with CHAD when you I.eﬂ this morning?
AB Just gave him a hug good-bye.
Jw What did you tell him? Did you tell him you'd be home later or you'd talk tc him later?
AB I said | would call him later, told him I didn't know what | was going to do because, | mean, ! didn't
know, you know?
Jw Um, hum. What was he planning on doing today?
AB 1 don't know.
Jw Did, did, ah, did they put him on administrative leave from work?
AB Yeah, yeah.
JW Or what's, what's going on with work?
AB Yeah, he's on adminis;trative leave.
Jw Okay.
AB Um, he's on probation so he has to see the officer like once a day or something. To Rochester.
Jw Oh, so he has to report there once a day.
AB Yeah.
Jw Okay. And they keep track of where he, where he's staying and everything?
AB Um, hum. Yup.
JW Okay.
AB f don't think | have anything that's at his house.
Jw You cleaned all your stuff out of there?
AB I, pretty much. Not everything, but almost everything. | have what | need.
JW Um, hum.
AB In my car right now. Just in case. You know?
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Okay. Do you have your car with you or do you, MELISSA's with you, but you have your car?
Yup. Her car, actually, her truck is at his house.

Okay. What are the arrangements going to be to pick that up?

Um, | don't know that. 1didn't even think about that. | am just going to tell him at home. Il just
say | don’t think it's a good idea for us to see each other. He keeps saying things like you guys
are going to convince me that he did it and like that.

I'm sorry, say that again.

He said stuff like you guys are going to convince that he did it just because of circumstances.
What do you think?

Well, | mean, just facts, you know.

You have a mind of your own.

Yeah. It's not like you guys are lying to me or anything. And I'm not stupid, you know? 1|don't
know what my problem is.

I'm not sure at this point in time. How long have you guys been together? A few months?
Not even that long. Six months, almost.

And I'm sure there's a sense of security there.

“Yeah. There is.

And that's, ah, that's probably a big part of it. But, again, you've got a mind of your own and
you've seen the things that have gone on in the past and you must be, have the ability to draw
your own conclusions.

Um, hum. Yeah, | know, like | wouldn't be able to stay with him, you know what | mean?

Um, hum.

But, um, like even like last night and today I'm just like, "What am | doing?" You know?

Have you talked with your friends about that?

No. Well, MELISSA this morning in the car, | think. | haven't really gotten to talk to CATHY much.
Who's CATHY?

She's my, my best friend. She lives in Texas.

Okay. And she's the one you said was probably going to fly up.
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AB Um, hum.
JW For Saturday? Or try to?

AB Yes. Yup. She, um, she comes up during the summer up here and she lives down there during
the winter.

JwW Did you guys grow up together?

AB We haven't actually lived here that long. Actually, 1 just to know her when | was pregnant.
JW Um, hum.

AB We worked together. We became really, really good friends.

Jw Who has CHAD been talking to over the last week or s0?

AB Um, I'll say his family, his friend JEREMY, BRUCE, his oldest friends. Let me think. He went to
his parents’ house. Um, people he'd call? He talked to a lawyer. Oh, he asked me to, um, write
down everything about JEFF just in case. Like, | don't know.

JW  Well, what do you think? Do you think JEFF's responsible?

AB | don't know.
JW What do you think? Again, you've got a mind of your own.

AB I think that he, obviously, hurt her. Like he spanked her and she had bruises all over her butt.
And that says to me a little bit, you know, certain things | keep thinking about.

Jw Yeah, but there's a big difference between spanking and some bruising and the other things
you've talked about, grabbing her by the face and by the head.

AB Um.
JW  There's a big difference.

AB Yeah. Well, | wasn't thinking was like there was bruises all over her butt. It was really bad. Like
black and blue, and, um, CHAD was, actually, he came in the house {Inaudible), but he didn't
know that he did it, though. (Inaudible) | guess. "What are you talking about? Change her
diaper.” And she was black and blue butt. He never did anything again after.

Jw So what you're telling if that's the case, then that was isolated.

AB What do you mean?

JW It was an isolated incident? That was the only time that you ever saw that?

AB And then, and then, um, she came home once with like littie and he told about the one accident

where she fell out of the truck once and, and he just called her like bitch and, | don't know. But he
would joke around like. | didn't think it was serious, you know? | don't know. It's just so
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confusing. |, I'm not saying that | think he did, did it. I'm not saying anything like that. Actually, |
just want you to know everything, you know what | mean?

Um, hum. And you told all of those things to ANGELA? Right?
Yup. She knows everything.
Okay.

(Det. Blodgett Enters)

I just checked with MELISSA. Um, she, | guess, you guys were going to go up to your mom's
today anyway and drop off the outfit for KASSIDY and ...

Um, hum.

Ah, she's all set helping you with whatever you need. She agrees with me that being away from
CHAD is a good thing.

Um, hum.

If you don't want to stay in Buckfield, if you don't want to stay with MELISSA, you don't want to
take up the offer of the HEATHER friend, | guess MELISSA has a friend a couple houses down.

Yeah, | babysat for her.
Ah, | can find you a place.

Um, hum.

‘So feel free to call me, too.

1 will.

And it will be a place where he doesn't, he wouldn’t know where you were. Um, if, | mean, if you
change your mind, and you're going to go back to see him or talk to him or something, at least
give me a call first and just let me know. :

Okay.

Um, just so that I'f know where to find you and that sort of thing, I'm not going to lecture you, I'm
not ...

Um, hum.

... You know, I've been, !'ll give you my opinion, but the decision is yours, you know how | feel
about it.

The only thing I'm going to do is like her truck is at his house, so I'm just going to tell him that.
Like 1 told him and | just don't want to be in a relationship right now. it's just too much.

| don't think you need to do that right now. | would go ahead, go up to Buckfieid.
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Yeah, I'm going to wait until later on.

Spend some time with your parents. With MELISSA. | know you haven't seen her for a while.
And take care of funeral stuff.

um, hum.

Everything else will work, you know, don't think about all of these issues at once.

(Inaudible)

Deal with them one at a time. And call us. We solve problems. That's what we do. It's not a big
deal if he has a thousand dollars in cash, Rochester can pick it up for you. | can pick it up for you.
You can have it mailed. There's a thousand different options.

Yeah. It's, | have another check going to his house. Like $800 or $600 or something like that.
Yeah. And that's ...

(Inaudibie)

I know. The smallest problem at all, you know? s there anything eise that we should talk about?

I think we've pretty well covered it. Again, you've already, you know how to get in touch with
ANGELA?

Um, hum.

I've given you my card, you know how to get in touch with me. And | mean that when | say 24
hours a day. If in the middle of the night, something comes up and you need to talk about it or
you're afraid or anything.

I'd rather you get me out of bed, than to call CHAD.

You're weicome to call.

If i's, you need someone to talk to or you just need someone to tell you that you're doing the right
thing ...

Um, hum.

... sort of thing. Just call and tell them to page me. Because | don't care.
We're both used to getting phone calls 24 hours a day.

Yeah.

So, it's not going, it's not going to be a burden.

Okay.

1015
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So, even if it seems stupid, | mean, I'd rather, you know, you wake me up, we have a good talk at
2 o'clock in the morning than to find out that you went back to CHAD's last night because you felt
you didn't have someone to talk to.

Um, hum. | feel better with her.

Yeah. Good.

Okay.

Okay.

Um, I'm going to fax this up to the Medical Examiner's Office and Andrews is going to pick up
KASSIDY. Shel'll be there this aftemoon, so maybe you guys can visit.

Okay.

And your mom. (Inaudible)

(Det. Blodgett, Sgt. While and Amanda Boriner Exit)

(END OF INTERVIEW)



