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Murder suspect Chad Evans looks out the window of a State Police cruiser as he is driven from Rochester District Court following his arraignment hearing where he was ordered held without bail. 
Staff photo by Ryan Mercer 


Death of toddler is 'senseless' 
By Amy Wallace, Portsmouth Herald Staff Writer 

ROCHESTER — A local man sat with a somber expression during his arraignment in Rochester District Court on Friday morning, as a judge ordered him held without bail in connection with the death of his girlfriend's 21-month-old daughter. 

Chad Evans, 29, of 191 Milton Road, was arrested Thursday night at about 9 p.m. and charged with manslaughter in the death of Kassidy Bortner. 

Evans had been living with the child and her mother, 18-year-old Amanda Bortner, at the Milton Road address. 

No charges have been filed against Bortner. 

"The death of a child this young and this helpless is senseless and tragic," said New Hampshire Assistant Attorney General Christopher Carter. The prosecution is alleging Evans "inflicted a blunt force" to the child's head, and that the alleged act took place between Nov. 8 and Nov. 9. 

The mother's sister, Jennifer Conley and her boyfriend, F. Jeffrey Marshall, were baby-sitting the child on Nov. 9 at their residence at 51 Rogers Road, Kittery. 

The child reportedly was put down for a nap at 8:30 a.m. and was found unresponsive by noon. Conley called 911 a little before 1 p.m., and the child was transported to York Hospital, where she was pronounced dead upon arrival. 

Officials are awaiting the results of an autopsy performed on the child last week. However, the child reportedly had several bruises on her skull. 

Defense attorney Alan J. Cronheim of Portsmouth said Evans did not inflict injury on Kassidy Bortner, and his client has cooperated completely with the investigation. 

"He has shown by indicating to the state police that he would not flee," Cronheim said. "His ex-wife is here today to show her support." 

But the prosecution said witnesses described Evans as having a violent temper and being abusive to Amanda Bortner by "butting her in the head and choking her." 

Carter said Evans has also violated his probation for an assault charge related to a domestic violence incident in March. Evans violated his probation by being arrested for a felony and also for having ammunition in his home. 

A probable cause hearing has been scheduled for the defendant at 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, and Evans will be detained until that time. Evans is currently being held at the Strafford County jail. Evans works for a McDonald's franchise in New Hampshire, according to Maine State Police Sgt. Matt Stewart. 

Carter commended the Kittery Police Department, Maine State Police, New Hampshire State Police and Rochester Police Department for their cooperation in this joint investigation. 

Amy Wallace can be reached at awallace@seacoastonline.com. 
