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Former 'hero' charged in girl's beating death
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ROCHESTER -- Acclaimed as a hero just four years ago, Chad Evans is behind bars today, accused of killing a 21-month-old girl. 
Evans, 29, of 191 Milton Road, was arraigned yesterday morning in Rochester District Court on the charge of manslaughter. Prosecutors say he recklessly caused the death of his girlfriend's daughter, Kassidy Bortner, 

by inflicting a blunt injury to her head. 

"Quite simply, he's charged with beating Kassidy to death," Assistant Attorney General Christopher Carter said yesterday morning. He described the victim as "utterly helpless and defenseless." 

On the morning of Nov. 9, Kassidy was brought to the Kittery, Maine, home of her aunt, Jennifer Conley, and Conley's boyfriend, Jeffrey Marshall, at 51 Rogers Road. The couple sometimes looked after the girl for Conley's sister, Amanda Bortner. 

Later that day, Marshall called police and rescue units to his home when he noticed a "dramatic decline" in Kassidy's health, according to prosecutors. The toddler was taken to York Hospital and pronounced dead at 1:30 p.m. that day. 

Evans is charged with inflicting the fatal injury sometime during Nov. 8 or 9. During a news conference following yesterday's arraignment, Carter declined to elaborate on whether there was a previous history of abuse between Evans and the toddler. 

The defendant is currently being held without bail at Strafford County House of Corrections, pending a probable cause hearing in the same court on Wednesday. 

Evans was on probation at the time of the incident, stemming from a March 28, 1999, assault on his then-wife, Tristan Evans. He was charged last year with three counts of simple assault for slapping the victim in the face, grabbing her by the throat and then grabbing her hair and dragging her down a flight of stairs. 

He was also charged with false imprisonment for allegedly restraining her against a couch by gripping her throat to prevent her from standing up. 

Evans was convicted earlier this year on one count of simple assault and the false imprisonment charge for that incident. His one-year sentence was suspended based on various conditions. 

In court yesterday before Judge Franklin Jones, Carter said one of those conditions was an agreement not to possess firearms or ammunition. But when police searched Evans' home they found live ammunition, which is a violation of his probation, Carter said. His arrest also represents a violation, Carter added. 

Carter argued that Evans represents a danger to others, especially Kassidy's mother and members of her family. Bortner, his 18-year-old live-in girlfriend, maintains that Evans has hit her and head-butted her in the past, according to Carter. 

Evans is known to have a "violent, volatile temper," Carter said. 

Defense attorney Alan Cronheim countered that his client has co-operated with police and has no intention of leaving town. 

"He vehemently denies responsibility for this," Cronheim told the judge. "Believe me, he wants to stay so he can deal with this." 

Cronheim requested $25,000 bail, while Carter recommended that -- if there is to be any bail at all bail -- it should be $100,000 in cash or corporate surety. 

Evans appeared subdued and apprehensive in the courtroom, which was packed with television news crews and other media. He mainly spoke through his attorney. 

The arrest was the result of a coordinated effort by law enforcement agencies in both New Hampshire and Maine, Carter said on the courthouse steps after the arraignment. The charges were brought forward in New Hampshire because it is believed that the fatal injury was inflicted in Rochester. The investigation is continuing, according to both Carter and Maine State Police Sgt. Matthew Stewart. Bortner has not been charged in the case. 

Part of the investigation will include an attempt to piece together the history of Kassidy's life, including the final days before her death. 

Carter declined to provide specific details regarding the incident. 

"There's no specific number, or manner of blow, charged at this time," he said. 

In November 1996, Evans suffered burns and smoke inhalation while helping to pull two people from a burning vehicle on Route 125, also known as Milton Road. Evans ran from his home on the night of Nov. 1 after hearing a crash and an explosion, and found that a collision between two vehicles had ruptured a gas tank, causing one vehicle to burst into flames. 

Evans and his 68-year-old neighbor, Marie Altobelli, dragged an unconscious man out of the vehicle and beat out the flames on his burning clothes, then worked to free another passenger who was pinned inside the vehicle. Once he was pulled to safety, they proceeded to extinguish the flames spreading over his clothes as well. 

"I was thinking, I'm going to go up with these guys," Evans recalled at the time. "You think about it now, and you think it was pretty stupid." 

In April 1997, both Evans and Altobelli were presented with Union Leader Hero Awards. 

Evans was employed in a management position with the McDonald's Corp., but Carter said he is currently on leave from that job.

