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N.H. MAN HELD IN BEATING DEATH OF GIRLFRIEND'S BABY
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A Rochester, N.H., man was ordered held without bail Friday on a manslaughter charge in the beating death last week of his girlfriend's 21-month-old daughter. 

Maine and New Hampshire state police arrested Chad Evans, 29, at his home at 9:30 p.m. Thursday. He was arraigned Friday morning in Rochester District Court. Kassidy Bortner died Nov. 9 at her baby sitters' home on Rogers Road in Kittery. The cause of death was blunt trauma to the head, an injury she sustained in Rochester, according to the New Hampshire Attorney General's Office. 

Kassidy lived with her mother, Amanda Bortner, 18, and Evans, an employee of the McDonald's Restaurants. The mother works as a clerk in a Kittery outlet store. Evans was not the child's father. 

"This is a tragic case and we believe this arrest is the initial step in securing justice for Kassidy," Maine State Police Sgt. Matthew Stewart said Friday. 

Investigators considered Kassidy's death suspicious from the start. They say Amanda Bortner was on her way to work at 8:30 a.m. on Nov. 9 when she left her daughter in the care of her sister, Jennifer Conley, and Conley's boyfriend, F. Jefferey Marshall. 

An unidentified man called an ambulance to the Kittery couple's Rogers Road apartment around 12:40 p.m. because the toddler had become unresponsive. The child was pronounced dead at the hospital. 

A preliminary autopsy by the Maine state medical examiner found that Kassidy died from head injuries inflicted sometime between Nov. 8 and the morning of Nov. 9. 

Investigators haven't ruled out the possibility of charging others in connection with the toddler's death. 

"We are continuing to look at all of the circumstances of Kassidy's death and her life in the days and weeks and months before her death," said Will Delker, New Hampshire assistant attorney general. 

Evans is scheduled for a probable cause hearing Wednesday in Rochester District Court. In addition to the manslaughter charge, Evans is being held at Strafford County Jail on a probation violation. 

In March, Evans was sentenced to one year in jail for domestic assault charges involving his former wife, with whom he has a 3-year-old son. The sentence was suspended on the condition that Evans serve one year of probation. 

The terms of Evans' probation were violated when he was arrested Thursday and police found boxes of live ammunition during a search of his home, Stewart said. 

Evans, who holds a managerial position with the fast-food chain, has been placed on administrative leave pending the outcome of the case, Delker said. 
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