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Hearing in death is delayed.
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ROCHESTER -- Chad Evans, the one-time hero now accused of killing a toddler, is being held on $100,000 bail in Strafford County House of Corrections. 
Evans, 29, of 191 Milton Road, was scheduled to appear in Rochester District Court this afternoon for a probable cause hearing, but the session has been pushed back to Dec. 4 at 10 a.m. 

Evans has been charged with manslaughter for allegedly beating to death 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner, the daughter of his 18-year-old live-in girlfriend at the time, Amanda Bortner. He could be sentenced to up to 30 years in prison if convicted. 

The suspect is being held on $50,000 cash or corporate surety for the manslaughter charge and an additional $50,000 cash or corporate surety for two probation violations. 

Evans had been convicted earlier this year on charges related to a March 1999 assault against his ex-wife. His yearlong sentence was suspended, but the discovery of live ammunition in his home and his arrest last week resulted in two charges of probation violation. 

Kassidy Bortner was at her aunt's house on Nov. 9 when her aunt's boyfriend noticed a decline in her health and called emergency officials. The little girl was pronounced dead at York Hospital. 

Prosecutors say Evans inflicted the fatal injury on either Nov. 8 or 9. 

In November 1996, Evans -- a McDonald's manager -- helped pull two people out of a burning vehicle, and suffered burns and smoke inhalation himself in the process. He was later recognized with a Union Leader Hero Award for his efforts. 

-- D. Allan Kerr Union Leader Correspondent

