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Hearing rescheduled in death of toddler 
By Amy Wallace, Portsmouth Herald Staff Writer 

KITTERY, Maine — A probable cause hearing for a Rochester, N.H., man accused of beating to death his girlfriend's daughter has been rescheduled for Jan. 8. 

This is the third such hearing scheduled for Chad E. Evans, 29, of 191 Milton Road. 

He was arrested on Nov. 9 and charged with recklessly causing the death of 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner by inflicting blunt injury to her head, resulting in the manslaughter charge, according to New Hampshire Assistant Attorney General Christopher Carter. 

Evans will appear for his hearing in Rochester District Court at 10:30 a.m. 

The child's aunt, Jennifer Conley, and Conley's live-in boyfriend, F. Jeffrey Marshall of Kittery, were baby-sitting the toddler on Nov. 9. The child was found to be nonresponsive after a nap and was then taken to York Hospital, where she was pronounced dead. 

Marshall did not wish to comment on the incident when contacted by telephone Wednesday. 

Evans' bail was set at $100,000 cash or surety: $50,000, for the manslaughter charge and another $50,000 for violation of probation, Carter said. 

"There are a number of bail conditions, including that Mr. Evans not have contact with the victim's family," Carter said. 

Carter said no charges are being brought against the child's mother, Amanda Bortner, or anyone else at this time, but the investigation is continuing. 

Carter also said Evans was on probation for an assault charge related to a domestic violence incident in March involving his former wife. Evans allegedly violated that probation by being arrested for the manslaughter charge, a felony, and also for having ammunition in his home. 

At the probable cause hearing, a judge will listen to the evidence against Evans and decide whether the state should continue with prosecution. If the judge decides there is sufficient evidence to continue, the case would then be forwarded to Strafford County Superior Court. 

Defense attorney Alan J. Cronheim of Portsmouth said that Evans did not inflict injury on Kassidy Bortner and that his client has cooperated completely with the investigation. 

The attorney general's office and police have not released details about the child's death. 

Carter said he could not comment on the evidence in the case, and Kassidy's autopsy results are being held for further evaluation. 

Amy Wallace can be reached at awallace@seacoastonline.com. 
