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Charges against Chad Evans are upgraded in death of 20-month-old 
By James Buchanan, Portsmouth Herald Staff Writer   jbuchanan@seacoastonline.com 

ROCHESTER — The man that police say is responsible for the death of 20-month-old Kassidy Bortner has been indicted by the Strafford County grand jury on a charge of second-degree murder. 

Thursday's indictment charges Chad Evans, 29, with recklessly causing Kassidy's death by inflicting multiple blows to the toddler's head and abdomen, according to a press release by the New Hampshire attorney general's office. 

Indictments also charge Evans with several counts of assault in connection with alleged incidents of abuse that occurred during the months before Kassidy's death. 

Also on Thursday, Evans was charged with endangering the life of a child and with the alleged assault of Kassidy's mother, Amanda Bortner, 18. 

Evans had been living with Amanda, his girlfriend, and Kassidy at the time of Kassidy's death. 

On Nov. 9, Amanda's sister, Jennifer Conley and her boyfriend, F. Jeffrey Marshall, were baby-sitting Kassidy at their residence in Kittery, Maine. 

The child reportedly was put down for a nap at 8:30 a.m. and was found to be unresponsive at noon. Conley called 911 a little before 1 p.m. Kassidy was transported to York Hospital where she was pronounced dead upon arrival. 

Based on an autopsy performed by the Maine state medical examiner, it was determined that Kassidy died from traumatic injury to the head. 

The case has been the subject of an intensive, coordinated investigation by Maine and New Hampshire law enforcement authorities. 

The decision to bring charges in New Hampshire is based on evidence obtained during the investigation regarding the cause, nature and timing of Kassidy's injuries, according to police. 

