Charges upgraded in baby's death to murder. 
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Charges against the man accused of killing his girlfriend's 20-month old child have been upgraded from manslaughter to second-degree murder, officials said. 

A Strafford County grand jury on Thursday indicted Rochester resident Chad Evans, 29, in the Nov. 9 death of Kassidy Bortner. 

The grand jury alleges that Evans inflicted multiple blows to Bortner's head and abdomen that resulted in the death. Evans also faces numerous felony assault charges that allege he struck her over a span of two months. 

Second degree murder is punishable by up to life in prison. 

Assistant Attorney General Chris Carter said the decision to seek the more serious charge "is based on a number of factors, including the age and vulnerability of the victim and the nature of the injuries she sustained." 

No others have been charged in the girl's death. Evans also faces an assault charge against the girl's mother, Amanda Bortner. 

Carter said he could not answer questions about whether she is cooperating with authorities. 

Evans is free on $100,000 bail. 

"We've always planned on defending him in court," said his lawyer, Alan Cronheim. "He's not guilty; that's what the evidence is going to show." 

Bortner was pronounced dead on Nov. 9 at York Hospital in Maine. An autopsy determined she died from traumatic injury to her head.
