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Kassidy's short life of pain 
By Amy Wallace, Portsmouth Herald Staff Writer 

KITTERY, Maine — Indictments released by the Strafford County, N.H., grand jury on Tuesday suggest that 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner had been beaten regularly for at least three months prior to her death. 

In fact, police say there were several visible signs of abuse including a broken arm and leg. 

Chad E. Evans, 29, of 191 Milton Road in Rochester, faces life in prison on a charge of second-degree murder. Kassidy died on Nov. 9 from multiple blows to her head and abdomen, Kittery Detective Steve Hamel confirmed Wednesday. 

Kittery Patrolman Robert Creamer was the first officer to arrive on scene and performed CPR on Kassidy. 

"She was lying on her back, unconscious, with just a diaper on and her face was battered with multiple, multiple bruises in different spots," Creamer said. "There were several bruises on her abdomen." 

Creamer said the toddler's eyes were open, but she had no vital signs. He checked her for a pulse and said her body was cold. The veteran officer performed CPR, but was unable to revive the toddler. 

The court documents say that Evans grabbed Kassidy's throat, face and limbs repeatedly. Hamel confirmed reports that Evans allegedly threw the child against the walls of his home and prevented her from receiving treatment for her wounds, which Evans inflicted. 

Evans had been living with his girlfriend, Amanda Bortner, who also was Kassidy's mother. 

Hamel said all evidence points to Evans, who also faces a simple assault charge for allegedly abusing the child's mother. 

"To bring a case as tragic as this to prosecution so quickly is a relief to not only the victim's family, but to the community as well," Hamel said. 

Lindsey Conley, Kassidy's aunt, said she was shocked to hear of her niece's death. 

"To realize that she was dead opened my eyes that this kind of thing can happen to anyone," Conley said. "I mean, you hear about these things in the news, but you always think that it will never happen in your family." 

Hamel said the investigation has revealed that Evans allegedly had been abusing Kassidy since Aug. 1 until her death. 

Another of Kassidy's aunts, Jennifer Conley, and her boyfriend, F. Jeffrey Marshall, were baby-sitting the toddler at their residence in Kittery on that day. 

Based on an autopsy performed by the Maine state medical examiner, it was determined that Kassidy died from blunt trauma to the head. 

"The death of a child this young and this helpless is senseless and tragic," said New Hampshire Assistant Attorney General Christopher Carter. 

Lindsey Conley shared her thoughts about Evans. 

"Kas shouldn't have died for she was a very innocent child, and I will not forgive Chad (Evans)," Conley said. "I do not understand how someone could take out their anger or frustration or whatever on someone else's child or even their own child. To me, those types of actions are unforgivable and you cannot mend the wounds, for they are scars that will stay with the victim or the victim's family forever." 

Evans, who was released on $100,000 cash bail for the original manslaughter charge, is scheduled to be arraigned on Jan. 3 on the new charges. Hamel said Evans may have to pay additional bail fees. 

