Indictments: Child abused repeatedly 


BYLINE:    D. ALLAN KERR Union Leader Correspondent 
DATE: December 21, 2000 
PUBLICATION: New Hampshire Union Leader (Manchester, NH) 
EDITION: State 
PAGE: b3 

DOVER -- Kassidy Bortner was subjected to repeated abuse before the beating that ended her short life in early November, according to indictments handed down in Strafford County. 

Chad Evans, 29, of 191 Milton Road, is charged with second-degree murder and a number of other crimes for his alleged mistreatment of his girlfriend's daughter, who died Nov. 9 at the age of 21 months. 

"Evans bruised Kassidy's body and fractured her bones by repeatedly grabbing Kassidy by the face, throat, arms, and legs and by propelling Kassidy into the walls of the home, causing Kassidy to strike the walls," according to court documents filed by the New Hampshire attorney general's office. Among other offenses, Evans is charged with endangering the welfare of a child by withholding proper medical treatment for Kassidy's injuries. 

"I can't give you any more detail about what that means," Assistant Attorney General William Delker said yesterday. 

As a result of last week's indictments by a grand jury, the case has been transferred from Rochester District Court to Strafford County Superior Court. Evans, currently free on $100,000 bail, is scheduled to appear in the higher court Jan. 2 for arraignment. 

The Rochester man, once cited as a Union Leader Hero for helping to pull two people from a burning vehicle, also faces two counts of first-degree assault and six counts of second-degree assault against the toddler. 

According to the indictments, Evans caused fractures in Kassidy's arm and leg by grabbing and pulling them during the final month before her death. The second-degree assault charges stem from allegedly grabbing and squeezing her face several times between September 1 and November 8. 

The indictment for second-degree murder states that sometime during November 8 or 9, Evans "inflicted multiple blows to Kassidy's head and abdomen, thereby causing her death." 

He was also indicted on a misdemeanor charge of simple assault, for allegedly placing his hands around the neck of his live-in girlfriend and Kassidy's mother, Amanda Bortner, between those two dates. 

On the morning of Nov. 9, Kassidy was brought to the Kittery, Maine, home of her aunt, Jennifer Conley, and Conley's boyfriend, Jefferey Marshall. The couple sometimes looked after the girl for Conley's sister, Amanda Bortner. 

Later that day, Marshall called police and rescue units to his home when he noticed a "dramatic decline" in Kassidy's health, according to prosecutors. Kassidy was taken to York Hospital and pronounced dead at 1:30 p.m. that day. 

Evans was on probation at the time of the incident, because of a March 28, 1999, assault on his then-wife. He was charged last year with three counts of simple assault for slapping the victim in the face, grabbing her by the throat and then grabbing her hair and dragging her down a flight of stairs. He was also charged with false imprisonment for allegedly restraining her against a couch by gripping her throat to prevent her from standing up. 

He was convicted earlier this year on two of those charges. His one-year sentence was suspended based on various conditions. 

Evans is still scheduled to appear in Rochester District Court on Jan. 8 for a probation violation hearing. 

Evans, a former McDonald's manager, could face up to life in prison for the second-degree murder charge. He can also receive up 15 years for each of the first-degree assault charges, and up to seven years for each second-degree assault charge. 

He can also receive a sentence of up to a year for the misdemeanor charges of simple assault and endangering the welfare of a child.

