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N.H. MAN PLEADS INNOCENT IN DEATH OF 21-MONTH-OLD
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A man accused of beating his girlfriend's 21-month-old daughter to death remained free on bail Tuesday after pleading innocent to murder charges. 

Chad Evans, 29, of Rochester, was arraigned in Strafford County Superior Court on a count of second-degree murder, two counts of first-degree assault and six counts of second-degree assault in the death of Kassidy Bortner. Assistant Attorney General William Delker said Evans remains free on $100,000 bail. He was ordered to have no contact with the victim's family and to return to court March 5. 

Evans was arrested after Kassidy died Nov. 9 of blunt force trauma to the head. 

Evans also been charged with endangering the welfare of a child and simple assault involving Kassidy's mother, Amanda Bortner, 18. Evans lived with Bortner and Kassidy at the time of the girl's death. 

According to court records, Evans had beaten Kassidy repeatedly for three months. 

Amanda Bortner had to work Nov. 9, so she dropped Kassidy off at the home of Kassidy's aunt, Jennifer Conley, in Kittery, Maine. About four hours later, Conley's boyfriend, Jeffrey Marshall, called Kittery police to tell them Kassidy was unresponsive, according to authorities. 

