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Dead toddler had abrasions, bruises
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ROCHESTER -- While conducting an autopsy on the body of 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner in November, Maine's chief medical examiner noticed "pinpoint" abrasions on the bottom of the toddler's feet. 
Dr. Patricia Greenwald observed about 10 of the abrasions in the middle of the sole of each foot. According to documents from Rochester District Court, the medical examiner concluded that they were caused by a hairbrush, dull pin or fork used to strike the feet within days of Kassidy's death. 

These and other details seem to support the contention of prosecutors that the little girl was subjected to repeated abuse before she died Nov. 9. Her mother's boyfriend, Chad Evans, 29, of 191 Milton Road, Rochester, has been charged with second-degree murder and a number of other crimes in connection with Kassidy's death. 

Evans is scheduled to go on trial for those charges in Strafford County Superior Court in November. He is currently free on $100,000 bail. 

According to court affidavits, Greenwald observed numerous bruises over the back and top of the toddler's head, as well as on the forehead, chin, temple, cheek and lips. She also found hemorrhaging in the muscle tissue of the girl's abdomen which she judged to be consistent with the result of a punch or kick. 

The documents also state that wire dog brushes, hair brushes and similar items were seized from Evans' home by police a week after Kassidy's death. 

The documents written by Sgt. James White of the State Police Major Crime Unit include summaries of White's interview with F. Jeffrey Marshall, the boyfriend of Kassidy's aunt. It was in the Kittery, Maine, home Marshall and Jennifer Conley share that the girl's health declined to the point that Marshall called for help. The little girl was pronounced dead at a Maine hospital that afternoon. 

The affidavit relates that Marshall described Kassidy as "a normal, energetic toddler" before she and her mother began living with Evans. The child became "fearful and subdued" in the weeks prior to her death, and the couple noticed extensive bruising on her face and that she had difficulty putting weight on one leg. When asked about the leg, the girl's mother responded that "Evans had pulled on Kassidy's leg and that she had been walking in that fashion ever since." 

On the evening before the girl's death, Marshall told police, Evans called him repeatedly to say that Kassidy -- whom he referred to as "the retard" -- was acting weirdly. During the third call, Evans told Marshall that the girl had been hit in the head with a baseball Evans and his son were playing with inside, according to Marshall. Evans allegedly said that Kassidy was unconscious and that her eyes had rolled back in her head. 

"Marshall stated that the calls from Evans were very unusual because Evans rarely, if ever, called Marshall to discuss Kassidy," according to the affidavit.

