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STATE CONTACTED FAMILY JUST BEFORE CHILD'S DEATH
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State social workers were checking on Kassidy Bortner's welfare before the toddler was beaten to death in November, court records show. 

The records show the state tried to contact her family just hours before she died on Nov. 9. The documents were unsealed last week in a challenge filed by The Keene Sentinel. Chad Evans, 29, of Rochester, is charged in the death. 

The documents indicate Evans received a telephone call from the Division for Children, Youth and Families the morning of Nov. 9. Shortly after noon that day, Kassidy was rushed to York (Maine) Hospital from her aunt's home in Kittery, Maine. The 21-month-old girl was pronounced dead at the hospital. 

Evans, of Rochester, was living with Kassidy and her mother, 18-year-old Amanda Bortner. He was indicted last month on a second-degree murder charge and eight assault charges. 

He pleaded innocent Tuesday in Superior Court in Dover and remains free on $100,000 bail. 

Evans also faces a charge of violating his probation on a prior conviction for assaulting his ex-wife, Tristan Evans. 

According to court records, Evans had beaten Kassidy repeatedly for three months. The records say Evans threw her against walls and broke her leg and arm in separate incidents last summer and fall. 

Pursuant to confidentiality rules, the agency will not talk about its involvement in the case prior to Kassidy's death.

The records show that investigators received information about the call from Jeffrey Marshall of Kittery, boyfriend of the child's aunt, Jennifer Conley, who often baby-sat for Kassidy. 

John Wallace, associate commissioner of the state Department of Health and Human Services, said he could not comment on the case despite the revelations in the court records. 

"We are simply not at liberty to discuss details of referrals," he said. 

Wallace said if a call was made to the agency concerning Kassidy, the case would have been assigned to a social worker and an investigation would have been started within 72 hours. In some cases, he said, a quicker response is necessary. 

Marshall told investigators he had a telephone conversation with Evans on Nov. 9 just after Bortner dropped Kassidy off at Marshall's house, according to the court affidavit. 

Marshall also said Evans asked him who had complained about Kassidy and asked how she was, according to the documents. 

