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Man accused in toddler's death admits he was playing 'rough'
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ROCHESTER (AP) -- A Rochester man charged in the beating death of a 21-month-old girl told police he didn't kill the girl, although he admits he played "rough" with her to "toughen her up," according to court documents. 
Kassidy Bortner died Nov. 9. Her mother's boyfriend, Chad Evans, 29, is charged with second-degree murder and eight assault charges. 

Court records say Evans had beaten Kassidy repeatedly for three months, threw her against walls and broke her leg and arm in separate incidents last summer and fall. 

Evans faces charges in New Hampshire because authorities allege that's where he inflicted the fatal injuries. But Maine authorities also have been involved because Kassidy's aunt in Kittery, Maine, was baby-sitting her the day she died. 

The recently unsealed documents also say the mother and a relative who baby-sat the girl knew she was being abused months before she died, and protected the abuser. 

Kassidy's mother, Amanda Bortner, 18, told police she knew of several instances when her boyfriend beat the child, court records indicate. 

And Bortner's sister, Jennifer Conley, told police she saw bruises on the toddler's face during the two months Bortner lived with Evans, and said the child had become fearful and withdrawn. 

"(Amanda) Bortner said that Evans had abused Kassidy for approximately four-six weeks," according to court records. "Specifically, she cited incidents where Evans grabbed Kassidys face in palming fashion and threw her into corner in the home hard enough for Kassidy to strike her head on the floor and/or wall. 

"On two occasions, Evans choked Kassidy until she gagged to stop Kassidy from crying. Also, once when he was angry, Evans picked Kassidy up by her head," the affidavit states. 

Though authorities say Evans beat Kassidy sometime between the early evening of Nov. 8 and the morning of Nov. 9, Evans tells a different story in his interviews with police. He appears to blame Conley's live-in boyfriend, F. Jefferey Marshall. 

"He stated that he picked Kassidy up at Marshall's house on Nov. 8 and Kassidy was acting funny. Kassidy was quieter than normal. She was leaning forward in the seat in the car and drooling," Evans told police. Evans then said he called Marshall to ask whether he had beaten Kassidy, the affidavit states. 

Evans also told police he was only alone with Kassidy a few times and that "Marshall admitted that Marshall hit Kassidy so hard that his hand stung and Kassidy was black and blue." 

The Maine chief medical examiner's office has not yet released the results of the child's autopsy. Authorities have said it may be months before they are released.

