Relatives want Amanda Bortner to phone home 
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By Amy Wallace, Portsmouth Herald Staff Writer 

KITTERY, Maine — It's been exactly two months since 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner was beaten to death, and her family would like to get help for the child's mother, but they're having difficulty locating her. 

Kassidy's mother, Amanda (Mandy) Bortner, turned 19 just a few days ago, and her family said they have no idea where she is now living. 

"We don't really know where Mandy is, but we would like her to get some kind of counseling to deal with this situation and to relate to her family again," said Bob Conley, Amanda's uncle who lives in Buckfield. "I was there the day of the tragedy, and she's going through a lot emotionally. 

"We suspect that her and Chad (Evans) have been in contact again. Knowing his history with women and children, it's not in her best interest to have contact of any kind with him." 

Chad E. Evans, 29, of 191 Milton Road in Rochester, N.H., was living with Bortner at the time of Kassidy's death. 

He faces life in prison on a charge of second-degree murder and eight other assault charges related to the incident. Kassidy died on Nov. 9 from multiple blows to her head and abdomen. 

Indictments released by the Strafford County, N.H., grand jury suggest that the toddler had been beaten regularly for at least three months prior to her death. 

Kassidy's aunt, Jennifer Conley, and her boyfriend, F. Jeffrey Marshall, were baby-sitting the toddler at their residence in Kittery on the day Kassidy died. 

"She was a beautiful, innocent little girl," Marshall told the Portsmouth Herald on Monday. 

The couple said they regret not recognizing the abuse that had allegedly been going on since Aug. 1, saying they believed the excuses made by Bortner and Evans for Kassidy's bruises. 

"These are people you trust," Marshall said. 

"She's my sister," Jennifer Conley added tearfully. 

New Hampshire Assistant Attorney General Will Delker said rumors that Evans and Bortner are back together have not been confirmed, but if they are seeing each other, Evans would be violating the conditions of his bail. 

"The defendant is prohibited from having contact with material witnesses, and (Bortner) is one of the people who the defendant is prohibited from having contact with," Delker said. 

Bob Conley said he constantly worries about Bortner. 

"Mandy does not want to contact her family whenever she is with Chad," Bob Conley said. "We all have a serious suspicion that he has been in contact with her and might even be trying to convince her he's not responsible and she shouldn't testify against him." 

Kassidy's autopsy results were released to the family, but Bob Conley did not want to comment on those results for fear of interfering with the prosecution's case. 

However, Bob Conley said he has reviewed the autopsy results. 

"The family knows what the results are and who we believe is responsible for Kassidy's death," he said. 

Evans told authorities he believes Marshall is responsible for Kassidy's death, but that is absolutely untrue, Marshall said. 

"We feel that he's obviously a desperate person trying to turn this situation around," Marshall said. "This is about a child and a human life that has been lost." 

Bob Conley agrees with Marshall. He said Kassidy responded positively around Marshall, but was submissive around Evans. 

Kittery Detective Steve Hamel told the Portsmouth Herald in a previous interview that all evidence in Kassidy's murder points to Evans, who also faces a simple assault charge for allegedly abusing Amanda Bortner. 

Court documents say that Evans grabbed Kassidy's throat, face and limbs repeatedly. Hamel confirmed reports that Evans allegedly threw the child against the walls of his home and prevented her from receiving treatment for her wounds, which Evans inflicted. 

Jennifer Conley said she finds it hard to believe that Evans is out on bail. 

"I don't understand why he's out walking on the streets," she said. "It scares me." 

Jennifer's sister, Lindsey Conley, is also surprised by Evans' release. 

"Kas shouldn't have died, for she was a very innocent child, and I will not forgive Chad (Evans)," Lindsey Conley said in an earlier interview. "I do not understand how someone could take out their anger or frustration or whatever on someone else's child or even their own child. To me, those types of actions are unforgivable, and you cannot mend the wounds, for they are scars that will stay with the victim or the victim's family forever." 

Evans, who is out on $100,000 bail, had not returned phone calls from the Portsmouth Herald at press time. 

Bortner's family is hoping she contacts them to let them know she is doing all right. 

When asked what he would say to his niece if he knew Bortner's whereabouts, Bob Conley responded, "Your family cares about you and would like you to get help to deal with such a tragic situation." 
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