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FAMILY APPARENTLY STAYED SILENT AS ABUSE TOOK ITS TOLL
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It was described as a kind of family joke that only certain people could baby-sit 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner. That's because anyone else probably would have told someone -- anyone -- about the girl's bruises and welts. 

Someone might have told police she was being beaten, choked and thrown against walls. Anyone else would have said that someone apparently was pricking the bottoms of her feet -- with pins, perhaps, or a hairbrush. Now everyone knows, but it's too late. Kassidy is dead. And no one is laughing at the family "joke." 

The Rochester girl's hell began this fall when her 18-year-old mother moved in with her boyfriend, a 29-year-old man already on probation for slapping and choking his ex-wife. 

It ended at 1:28 p.m. on Nov. 9. Cause of death was a blow -- perhaps many blows -- to her head and abdomen. 

A week later, police arrested the boyfriend. Chad Evans faces a litany of charges, including second-degree murder, alleging he started beating Kassidy in September and didn't stop until she was dead. 

"I know you slowly killed my baby," court documents say Kassidy's mother, Amanda Bortner, told Evans the day the girl died. "You wished she had never been born." 

Evans, who is free on bail and living in Rochester, maintains his innocence. He did not return calls seeking comment. 

"I'm not prepared to litigate this in the press," said Alan Cronheim, one of Evans' lawyers. "We're declining to talk on the record other than to say we are prepared to defend Chad in court." 

Bortner, who has moved out of Evans' home, is believed to be staying with friends and could not be reached. The details of this story were gathered from court documents, police affidavits and interviews with neighbors and employers. 

Little is known about Evans' life before Bortner and her daughter came into it. His education ended with high school and he since has worked as a manager of several McDonald's restaurants on New Hampshire's Seacoast. 

Evans first made news in 1996 when he helped rescue victims of a car crash from their burning vehicle. He was praised as a hero and was given an award by a local newspaper. 

In November of that year, he married 20-year-old Tristan Evans, who now works as an X-ray technician in Dover. Eight months later they had a son. 

By all accounts, the marriage was tumultuous; they were separated by December 1999. In March 2000, Evans was convicted of assaulting his wife and sentenced to a year in jail. The sentence was suspended on condition of good behavior. 

Bortner began dating Evans sometime last summer and moved in with him around September. The trouble for the toddler appears to have started right away. 

Bortner's sister, Jennifer Conley, regularly baby-sat Kassidy in her Kittery home. But soon after Bortner moved in with Evans, Conley and her boyfriend, F. Jeffrey Marshall, noticed signs of trouble. 

Marshall thought little of Evans, whom he described to police as abusive and a heavy drinker who also used cocaine. He said Kassidy changed from being a normal, energetic child to fearful and subdued during the two months that led up to her death. He and Conley said they noticed extensive bruising to Kassidy's face, apparent choke marks around her neck and that she seemed to have trouble walking. 

The girl's injuries were severe enough once that Marshall said he was too embarrassed to take Kassidy out of the house; he was afraid that somebody would accuse him of abuse. 

"Marshall stated that it was almost a family joke that no one other than Marshall and his girlfriend, Jennifer Conley, could baby-sit Kassidy, due to concern that anyone else would report the injuries," state police Sgt. James White wrote. It's not clear whether anyone who suspected Kassidy was being mistreated ever told authorities; state law prevents officials from discussing allegations or investigations of abuse. 

Bortner told police that when she first noticed Kassidy acting strangely, she asked Evans about bringing her to a doctor. The answer was no. 

She said they agreed to lie about her injuries, and routinely said Kassidy hurt herself falling down stairs or off their trampoline. 

Around 4 p.m. on Nov. 8, Bortner left Kassidy with Marshall as she headed to work. About an hour later, Evans called Marshall to say he was coming to take the girl home. 

Marshall said Evans called him around 5:30 p.m., telling him "the retard" was acting strangely, that her head was bobbing around and that she was drooling. Evans later told police he called to ask whether Marshall had beaten the girl. 

Marshall said Evans called a second time around 6 p.m. He said one minute Kassidy had been standing next to the car, the next she was face down on the pavement. 

Later that evening, Marshall said he called again, telling him that his son and Kassidy had been playing when the girl was hit in the head with a ball. He said Kassidy was unconscious and her eyes had rolled back in her head. 

Kassidy woke up crying around 6:30 a.m. the next day. Bortner said the girl's head was bobbing backward and that she seemed tired, ate little or nothing and that her eyes were rolled back in her head. But the mother didn't take her to a doctor. 

Instead, shortly after 8 a.m. she dropped off Kassidy at Marshall's home. He and Conley said they immediately noticed new bruises on the girl's face, saying the injuries never had been that severe. Bortner agreed. 

Marshall said Evans called shortly after Bortner left, saying he had been called by the state Division for Children, Youth and Families and wanted to know who had contacted them. The court records don't indicate what Marshall said. 

During this time, Kassidy was lying on a bed. 

When Marshall tried to wake her, she didn't respond. He also noticed that her eyes were rolled back and she was having trouble breathing. He called for help, but it was too late. She was pronounced dead that afternoon. 

During the next seven days, the details of Kassidy's painful last weeks were revealed. Now the courts must decide who made them so miserable. 

At 9 p.m. on Nov. 16, Evans was arrested and charged with manslaughter. Four days later he was released on $100,000 bail. Since then, the charges against him have multiplied and intensified, including a charge that he assaulted Bortner. 

Evans also said the injuries on her face were not caused by him, though he acknowledged once picking her up by her head. He said he did it to keep her from falling off the trampoline. He also said Marshall told him he once hit Kassidy so hard his hand stung and her face was bruised. 

Though it's not clear under Maine law whether Marshall and Conley can be charged with not reporting their suspicions of abuse, New Hampshire law leaves open that possibility for Bortner. 

Evans' trial starts in November. Kassidy would have been 2 on Feb. 4. 

