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Kittery funeral home worker pushes for stricter child abuse laws

By Associated Press [image: image1.png]



KITTERY, Maine (AP) — A Maine funeral home worker who helped authorities examine the bruised body of a New Hampshire toddler is pushing lawmakers in both states to enact tougher child abuse laws. 

Mark Sousa was called to York Hospital on Nov. 9 to take Kassidy Bortner’s body to the Maine Medical Examiner’s office in Augusta. Authorities later determined the 21-month-old Rochester girl had been beaten to death and have charged her mother’s boyfriend, Chad Evans, with second-degree murder. 

At the hospital that day, Sousa helped move the child while investigators took photographs. Despite his years of working in the funeral industry, seeing Kassidy was a shock, Sousa told Foster’s Daily Democrat of Dover, N.H. 

"I thought I was mentally prepared to deal with it as you’re taught to deal with other deaths," Sousa said. "In my profession, I’ve dealt with bodies of people that have been murdered, with suicides and burn victims. This was the worst and the most difficult for me to deal with." 

"I had a very difficult time dealing with the fact that I was looking at this beautiful little angel laying on this sheet, covered from head to toe with bruises," he said. 

Sousa said he was just as appalled to learn that only Evans was charged in the girl’s death, despite indications from police that other relatives in both New Hampshire and Maine knew she was being beaten. He hopes sharing his experience will persuade lawmakers to better protect abused children. 

"I am personally very upset at the fact that neither Maine nor New Hampshire has brought charges against the mother of the child. In my opinion after seeing the body of this child, I believe with all my heart the mother knew exactly what was going on and did nothing to stop it," Sousa said. 

According to police affidavits, Amanda Bortner, 18, described several incidents in which her boyfriend had harmed Kassidy, including throwing her against the wall and choking her to stop her from crying. 

"This child went through pure hell in the last months of her life. Not being able to find anybody to protect her from the person who was abusing her more than likely tormented her as much as the physical abuse she endured," Sousa said. 

Maine law does not require residents to report signs of abuse, although Bortner’s death has prompted a Kittery lawmaker to sponsor a bill that would change that. Sousa said he supports the bill, but wants to be sure this mandatory reporting law carries with it severe penalties. 

Officials in New Hampshire have said they do not expect any additional charges to be filed against anyone who knew of the abuse against Kassidy even though the state has a mandatory reporting law for anyone with reason to suspect child abuse. 

"There was no way possible that somebody would not have noticed there was something drastically wrong with this child," Sousa said. "In my opinion, a person would have to be blind not to suspect abuse." 

Sousa said he plans to attend the public hearing on the Maine legislation once a date is set. 

"We need to look at laws, to strengthen laws in every state in this county to ensure that children have some type of protection," he said. "We need to have a law with teeth. We have to get serious about this and crack down on this. Otherwise, these kids are just going to keep dying. We can’t allow the innocence of children to be drained at the hands of animals." 

