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Pretrial conference in toddler case pushed back 
By Amy Wallace,  awallace@seacoastonline.com 
KITTERY, Maine — Another court date for the Rochester man charged with beating 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner to death has been postponed. 

A pretrial conference had been scheduled for Friday in Strafford County (N.H.) Superior Court, but it has been delayed until May 7. 

Chad Evans, 29, of 191 Milton Road, is facing life in prison if convicted of the second-degree murder charge. Evans is also charged with two counts of first-degree assault and six counts of second-degree assault in the death of the toddler. 

This is the second time Evans' pretrial status conference has been canceled this month. 

Expected to prosecute the case are Christopher Carter and Will Delker, New Hampshire assistant attorneys general. 

Carter said pretrial conferences are often informal but still open to the public. 

"We will work out scheduling for filing motions and pretrial schedules at the conference," he said. 

Evans pleaded innocent to the second-degree murder charge at his arraignment on Jan. 2. His trial date has been set for 9 a.m. on Nov. 5 in Strafford County (N.H.) Superior Court. 

Evans remains free on $100,000 cash bail but must abide by several conditions, Delker said. Evans is not permitted to have contact with Kassidy's mother, 19-year-old Amanda Bortner, or with Jeff Marshall, the Kittery resident who was baby-sitting Kassidy at the time of her death and who is expected to testify against Evans. 

"Based on information available, we expect and understand that Evans is complying with the order of the court and conditions of his bail, and will not have contact with Amanda or her family," Carter said. 

Evans also was charged at the time of his arrest with violating his probation for allegedly assaulting his ex-wife, Tristan Evans. He also violated his parole by being arrested for Kassidy's death and for being in possession of firearms, police said. 

Evans is scheduled to appear for a probation hearing at 1:30 p.m. on April 4 in Rochester (N.H.) District Court. Kevin Callaghan, Evan's probation officer, and Delker will be present at the hearing, according to a clerk at the court. 

Typically, at a Strafford County probation hearing, the judge determines if there is a violation. A felony violation could result in more probation or even jail time, according to the Strafford County district attorney's office. 

Evans did not return phone calls made by the Portsmouth Herald by press time asking for comment on the charges pending against him. 

Indictments previously released by the Strafford County grand jury suggest that the toddler had been beaten regularly for at least three months prior to her death. 

In fact, police said there were several visible signs of abuse including a fractured arm and leg. 

Kassidy was pronounced dead at York Hospital on Nov. 9 from multiple blows to her head and abdomen, Kittery Detective Steve Hamel said in a previous interview. 

Court documents say Evans grabbed Kassidy's throat, face and limbs repeatedly. Hamel confirmed reports that Evans allegedly threw the child against the walls of his home and prevented her from receiving treatment for wounds he inflicted. 

Hamel said the investigation has revealed that Evans had been abusing Kassidy from Aug. 1 until her death. He said available evidence points to Evans, who also faces a charge of simple assault for allegedly abusing the child's mother. 

Kittery Patrolman Robert Creamer was the first officer to respond to the 911 call. Creamer, who has been a police officer for 25 years, attempted to revive the toddler and said it was apparent that the child had suffered from physical abuse. 

"I think it's appalling that this child had been beaten for at least three months and that other people have not been charged with endangerment to the welfare of a child or failing to report abuse," Creamer said on Wednesday. 

"It was apparent when I first saw the baby that she had multiple, multiple bruises on her neck, abdomen and face and I immediately suspected ongoing abuse. It was a sickening feeling to know that society, family members and the mother must have been aware that she was being abused for some time." 

The veteran officer said he will never forget the day he responded to that call or the little girl who suffered such an untimely and tragic death. 

