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Rep. Estes amends bill to require the

By Amy Wallace,  awallace@seacoastonline.com 
KITTERY, Maine — The state Legislature will hold a public hearing today on a bill aimed at preventing child abuse. 

Although the bill was originally drafted to protect elderly or incapacitated adults from neglect and abuse, Rep. Stephen Estes, D-Kittery, proposed an amendment to include the protection of children as well. 

"I'm hoping that it will have a serious impact on reducing neglect and abuse," Estes said. "If this can prevent another death of a child or stop negligence and abusive situations, then I will have accomplished something very significant." 

Estes searched for a bill to amend after affidavits released in the Kassidy Bortner murder case revealed that the 21-month-old girl had been beaten regularly for months. 

Chad Evans, 29, of 191 Milton Road, Rochester, N.H., is charged with second-degree murder for the toddler's death. He was the boyfriend of Amanda Bortner, Kassidy's mother. Evans is also charged with two counts of first-degree assault and six counts of second-degree assault in the death of the toddler. 

Court documents say Evans grabbed Kassidy's throat, face and limbs repeatedly. Evans allegedly threw the child against the walls of his home and prevented her from receiving treatment for her wounds, which he had inflicted. 

Affidavits reveal that people may have known about the ongoing abuse, including two individuals who were baby-sitting the child in their Kittery home at the time of her death. 

After Kassidy's death, Estes heard from numerous people that the little girl had been beaten regularly and that Maine had a hole in its reporting law. 

"When the question came up if I could do anything, I knew that I would be able to find a bill that I could get amended and then bring the issue before the Legislature this session," he said. 

Estes stumbled onto a bill, sponsored by Rep. Nancy Sullivan, D-Biddeford, that would protect elderly or incapacitated adults. He approached Sullivan with the amendment, and she agreed to add the protection of children to the bill. 

Estes said he expects several work sessions will take place on the proposed bill after today's public hearing. 

The state representative said he plans to ask the Judiciary Committee to put an emergency preamble on the bill to make it effective as soon as possible. 

"I have high hopes that it will get the emergency amendment and pass by a significant number, both in the House and the Senate, and will go right to the Governor," Estes said. 

Kittery Patrolman Robert Creamer attempted to revive Kassidy and said it was apparent the child had suffered from physical abuse. 

"It should be a serious offense when those who know abuse is ongoing and they fail to report the acts," Creamer said. "Those witnesses should face a stiff mandated penalty. 

"The Kassidy case is a perfect example of continuing abuse," he added. "If this law had been enacted at the time of her death, someone in her family may have felt more obligated to report the abuse." 

