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Chad Evans of Rochester, accused in the beating death of 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner, talks with attorney Alan J. Cronheim of Portsmouth during a hearing on probation violations at the Rochester District Court on Wednesday. 
Staff photo by Rich Beauchesne 

Nov. 5 trial set 
By Amy Wallace,   awallace@seacoastonline.com 
ROCHESTER — The man accused of beating to death 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner remains free on bail after a court appearance Wednesday in Rochester District Court but will face a judge again in July on a probation violation charge. 

Chad E. Evans, 29, of 191 Milton Road, is charged with second-degree murder in the death of the toddler. He is also charged with two counts of first-degree assault and six counts of second-degree assault in the case. 

At the time of his arrest, Evans was charged with violating his probation for allegedly assaulting his ex-wife, Tristan Evans. He allegedly violated his parole by being arrested for Kassidy's death and for being in possession of firearms. 

Kevin Callaghan, Evans' probation officer, and N.H. Assistant Attorney General Christopher Carter were present at Wednesday's hearing. 

"All parties agreed that the arrest violation will be continued after the second-degree murder and assault trial in Superior Court in November," Carter said. 

Defense attorneys Alan J. Cronheim and Mark Sisti of Portsmouth are representing Evans. Although an arrest is a violation of Evan's probation, his attorneys argued that he has not been convicted of the second-degree murder charge and therefore should not face that violation charge until after his Nov. 5 trial date. 

Judge Franklin Jones set a July 19 court date for a hearing on the firearms possession and a December hearing for the arrest violation. 

Carter explained the judge's decision, saying the two violations were completely separate. 

"Chad Evans had live ammunition at the time of his arrest in his home," Carter said. "The court today recognized that is an issue that can be resolved separately, which it will be over the course of the next three months." 

Evans' attorneys refused comment on any pending charges. 

A pretrial conference on the second-degree murder charge is scheduled for May 7 in Strafford County Superior Court. 

Carter said pretrial conferences are often informal but still open to the public. 

Expected to prosecute the case are Carter and Will Delker, both New Hampshire assistant attorneys general. 

Evans pleaded innocent to the second-degree murder charge at his arraignment on Jan. 2. His trial date has been set for 9 a.m. on Nov. 5 in Strafford County Superior Court. 

Evans remains free on $100,000 cash bail but must abide by several conditions, Delker said. Evans is not permitted to have contact with Kassidy's mother, 19-year-old Amanda Bortner, or with Jeff Marshall, the Kittery resident who was baby-sitting Kassidy at the time of her death and who is expected to testify against Evans. 

"Based on information available, we expect and understand that Evans is complying with the order of the court and conditions of his bail and will not have contact with Amanda or her family," Carter said. 

Indictments previously released by a Strafford County grand jury suggest that Kassidy had been beaten regularly for at least three months prior to her death. 

Kassidy was pronounced dead at York Hospital on Nov. 9 from multiple blows to her head and abdomen, Kittery Detective Steve Hamel said in a previous interview. 

