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Man targets child abuse report laws.
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CONCORD (AP) -- An Epsom man has collected about 850 signatures in an effort to get state lawmakers to strengthen laws requiring people to report suspected child abuse. Howard Hedegard said the petition effort has drawn support from across the state and across all ages and demographics. 
"People want to see the law strengthened," he said. 

The death of 21-month old Kassidy Bortner in Rochester last year inspired Maine to strengthen its laws for reporting child abuse. Hedegard said New Hampshire legislators should follow Maine's lead and make failure to report suspected child abuse a felony, instead of a misdemeanor. 

"I see what Maine did as a building block for what we need to do in New Hampshire," said yesterday. 

He said he hopes to obtain about 1,200 signatures before presenting the petition to lawmakers. 

Kassidy Bortner died in November following weeks of abuse. Police say the beatings that eventually led to the girl's death were at the hands of her mother's live-in boyfriend. 

Chad Evans of Rochester has been charged with second-degree murder. Court documents say the girl's mother, Amanda Bortner, 19, knew of the abuse and didn't report it. Evans is free on bail pending his trial in November. 

In New Hampshire, the mandatory child abuse and neglect reporting law states that any resident who has "reason to suspect" abuse must report those suspicions to authorities. 

Not reporting is a misdemeanor. No New Hampshire residents who waited until after Kassidy's death to tell of past abuse are being charged under the law. 

Maine's new law makes it a Class C felony for those who assume long-term responsibility for a child to fail to report abuse in cases when the child sustains serious injuries or dies. 

Another measure now law in Maine requires any adult with "full, intermittent or occasional responsibility for the care or custody" of an elderly or incapacitated adult or child to report suspicions of abuse. 

The revised law applies to baby sitters and day-care providers as well as professionals and parents regardless of whether the individual is being paid for their services. 

"Hopefully, we'll have the same victory here in New Hampshire as was had in Maine," Hedegard said. 
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