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Bail revoked in baby death case
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DOVER (AP) -- A man accused of beating to death his girlfriend's baby daughter has had his bail revoked and is back in jail. 
Chad Evans, 29, is charged with second-degree murder and assault in the death of 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner. The toddler died in November at her aunt's Kittery, Maine, home after what authorities described as months of beatings and other abuse. 

Evans had been free on $100,000 bond, and one of the conditions was that he stay away from the child's mother. 

A spokesman for the attorney general said Evans had contact with Amanda Bortner, 19, but gave no details. Senior Assistant Attorney General William Delker said prosecutors still were investigating the nature of the alleged contact. The two lived together in Rochester at the time of the child's death. Evans later moved to the Keene area, and Bortner recently moved several miles from where Evans lives. 

Evans had his bail revoked by Judge James O'Neill III after a hearing Monday. 

Delker said Evans likely will remain in jail until his November trial. The court order states that Evans is "unlikely to abide by a condition . . . of release." 

According to court documents, Kassidy died after suffering a blow to her head. Medical reports describe her face and body as covered with bruises and other signs of abuse at the time of her death. 

During the investigation, Bortner told police Evans threw Kassidy into walls, squeezed her face and head and choked her, according to court documents. Bortner also said she and Evans agreed not to seek medical attention for Kassidy's injuries and to lie about the toddler's injuries, court papers said. 

Bortner has not been charged. However, she has been granted a court-appointed attorney to review her Fifth Amendment protection against self-incrimination prior to testifying at Evans' trial.

