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Mom of beaten toddler jailed
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DOVER -- The mother of a toddler who was allegedly beaten to death last year was taken away in handcuffs yesterday after appearing in court on misdemeanor charges. 
Bail for Amanda Bortner, 19, was set at $5,000 cash or surety by Judge Tina Nadeau in Strafford County Superior Court, where Bortner faced two charges of endangering the welfare of a child. 

Her 21-month-old daughter, Kassidy Bortner, died Nov. 9, 2000, from multiple-force trauma to the head, according to Simon Brown, assistant attorney general. Chad E. Evans, Bortner's boyfriend at the time of the little girl's death, has been charged with second-degree murder in connection with the homicide. He goes on trial next month. 

Bortner was not charged with any crime related to her daughter's death until Nov. 8, one day before the statute of limitations to do so ran out, according to her attorney, Patricia Wiberg, who said Bortner has maintained all along that Evans did not kill her child. 

When asked if she thought the misdemeanor charges lodged against Bortner were an attempt to pressure the young mother into being a witness for the state, Wiberg said it was a possibility that had occurred to her. 

"I don't know what the state's motive is in filing the charges so late but that is one I have considered," Wiberg said shortly after Bortner was taken from the Dover courthouse in handcuffs. 

She was being held at the Strafford County House of Corrections. As of late yesterday afternoon she had not made bail. 

Wiberg said Bortner contacted her in July because she believed that her rights were being violated. The Dover attorney refused to comment when asked if Bortner would refuse to testify under the Fifth Amendment during Evans' trial. 

She did say, however, that Bortner had signed an immunity agreement drafted 

by the state, but that the state had not signed it after presenting it to her during a brief meeting. Wiberg could not say why the state had not signed the document. 

Brown could not be reached for comment on the immunity offering. 

"The terms were theirs. She agreed to everything. They didn't. She didn't change anything," Wiberg said, adding that she could not discuss the terms of the proposed agreement. 

Brown had argued for $10,000 bail, contending that there was a risk that Bortner, whose last known address was in Keene, might flee. He also said she had been in contact with Evans, 29, almost constantly since Kassidy's death despite bail conditions for Evans that barred him from having any contact with her. 

"The state learned they were having contact," Brown said. "From about Christmas 2000 on, they were living together in Keene. In the summer, they lived in a camper in Vermont on his grandmother's land. They took trips together. They went to Colebrook camping and to New York City to a Red Sox game. It's a chronic pattern of contact." 

Brown also expressed concern that, if Bortner was released on personal recognizance, as her attorney suggested, she would flee the state. 

Shortly after Kassidy's death, Bortner went to Texas where she stayed for about a month, Brown said. She made another trip to Texas before finally returning to the area. But, according to Brown, in telephone conversations with a victim's advocate at the attorney general's office, Bortner said she was still in Texas. 

But telephone records obtained by the state showed the calls were made from Vermont, Brown said. 

In addition to the $10,000 bail, Brown asked that Bortner not have contact with 14 people, including Evans, that she be prohibited from leaving the state, maintain a New Hampshire address and report to a probation officer in person at least once a week. 

Nadeau granted all of the state's bail conditions except for the $10,000 cash-surety, which she called too high and reduced to $5,000. The judge cited "underlying circumstances" for her unwillingness to agree to personal recognizance. 

After the bail was set, Bortner sat in a chair while Evans took her place at the defense table with his attorneys for a pretrial hearing. Evans was indicted about a month after Kassidy died on murder and assault charges. 

Evans is also being held at the Strafford County House of Corrections. His trial is due to begin Dec. 5 and is expected to last two weeks.
