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Jury selection begins in case of dead 21-month-old.
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DOVER -- Court proceedings are under way in the case against Chad Evans, as jury selection began yesterday at Strafford County Superior Court. 
Evans, 30, is charged with second-degree murder in connection with the death of 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner. The infant died Nov. 9, 2000 from multiple-force trauma to the head. Evans, a former resident of Keene and Rochester, was dating the girl's mother, 19-year-old Amanda Bortner at the time of the death. 

Four jurors were selected by day's end, and the rest are expected to be picked by the end of today. 

In addition to the murder charge, jurors will also deliberate on various assault charges lodged against Evans, which allege he physically abused the child as far back as September of 2000. Indictments read aloud to original pool of 90 or so potential jurors Tuesday morning, described bruising of Kassidy's face and the fracturing of an arm and leg as a result of alleged physical abuse by the defendant. 

The trial is expected to last two weeks, not counting jury selection, with Dec. 5 as the start date. 

Of the approximately 90 potential jurors selected for the case, 39 were dismissed by noon when the court broke for lunch. For those remaining to be selected for duty, questioning from the defense and Attorney General's Office will whittle the number down to 15 -- three alternates and 12 deliberators. 

Prosecuting the case for the state are N. William Belker and Simon R. Brown. Defending Evans in the case are Mark L. Sisti and Alan J. Cronheim. 

Judge Tina Nadeau, who will preside over the case, said the jury would not be sequestered. However, she said to those summoned for jury duty, "It's very important that you don't allow yourself to see any newspaper reports about this trial." 

Earlier this month, Kassidy's mother, Evans' girlfriend, was arraigned on misdemeanor charges relating to her daughter's death. Bortner, facing two counts of endangering the welfare of a child, had not been charged with any crime dealing with Kassidy's death until the last day the statute of limitations ran out on Nov. 8. 

Earlier this month, Bortner's attorney Patricia Wiberg told The Union Leader she suspected the charges were an attempt to get Bortner to testify against Evans. ----

