Mother gets immunity to testify against boyfriend in daughter's death
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DOVER, N.H. -- A former Rochester woman has been granted immunity to testify against her boyfriend, who is charged with second-degree murder in the beating death of her 21-month-old daughter. 

Amanda Bortner, 19, is expected to take the stand against Chad Evans, 30, who also is charged with felony assault in the death of Kassidy Bortner. 

Bortner was in Strafford County Superior Court on Monday for a hearing to determine whether her testimony would jeopardize her Fifth Amendment privilege against self-incrimination. 

Judge Tina Nadeau ruled that if Bortner testified she could incriminate herself. 

''The judge granted immunity and she (Bortner) will be testifying,'' Senior Assistant Attorney General William Delker said Wednesday. 

Delker said Bortner still could be charged in her daughter's death. The immunity relates specifically to her testimony in Evans' trial, he said. 

''Nothing she says during the trial can be used against her,'' Delker said. 

Bortner, who lived with Evans at his home in Rochester and then when he moved to Keene after the girl's death, was charged this month with two counts of child endangerment. She is accused of knowing Evans was beating the girl, but doing nothing about it. 

She is free on $5,000 bail; Evans is being held without bail. 

Her trial on the misdemeanor charges is scheduled for March 18. 

Nadeau also granted a motion filed by defense lawyers Mark Sisti and Alan Cronheim to exclude certain evidence, including Evans' relationship with his former wife, his prior criminal record and probation, and his alleged drug use. 

Nadeau also barred certain information related to Evans' sexual interests. she said there is a ''high likelihood that the jury will draw unfavorable inferences about the defendants character once they hear he is a customer of an adult bookstore.'' 

Jury selection in Evans' trial began Tuesday, and eight jurors had been selected. The trial, expected to last two weeks, is set to begin Wednesday. 

Court documents charged that Evans grabbed the toddler's face, arms and legs and threw her against walls in his home. A grand jury indictment said the child had been beaten regularly for at least three months before her death. 

Kassidy was taken by ambulance on Nov. 9, 2000, from her aunt's Kittery, Maine, home to York Hospital, where she was pronounced dead from multiple blows to her head and abdomen. 

Evans was charged in New Hampshire because police said they determined the alleged abuse occurred in their Rochester home. 

