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Mom gets immunity to testify at trial in daughter's death
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DOVER -- Amanda Bortner received immunity Wednesday when a judge ruled that her testimony is necessary in the murder trial of Chad Evans, who has been charged with killing Bortner's 21-month-old daughter, Kassidy Bortner. 
Evans, 30, is facing a second-degree murder charge and felony assault charges. According to court documents, the infant died Nov. 9, 2000, as a result of blunt-force trauma to the head and abdomen. 

Amanda Bortner, 19, was charged this month with two misdemeanor counts of child endangerment for allegedly allowing the physical abuse to occur. 

"In this case, the court finds Amanda Bortner's testimony is necessary to the public interest because . . . she was the only person to view the defendant's alleged abuse of Kassidy Bortner," Superior Court Judge Tina Nadeau said in her ruling. 

The charges against Bortner are still pending, according to Senior Assistant Attorney General N. William Delker. He said the immunity grant simply means that anything Bortner says while testifying cannot be used to prosecute her. 

The two charges against Bortner were filed on the anniversary of her daughter's death, just before the statute of limitations expired for doing so. 

Delker would not comment on whether the state would prosecute Bortner or on the immunity offer made prior to the judge's ruling. 

Without going into specifics, attorney Alan J. Cronheim, defending Evans along with Mark Sisti, said he is looking forward to Bortner's testimony and the truth being revealed. 

"We're pleased she's testifying," Cronheim said of the immunity. 

Nadeau also ruled on Wednesday that details of much of Evans' past will not be admissible during the trial. 

Specifically, the ruling lists Evans' previous marriage to Tristan Evans; alleged drug abuse; his prior criminal record; and his interest in pornographic materials. 

Nadeau noted a "high likelihood that the jury will draw unfavorable inferences about the defendant's character once they hear he is a customer of an adult bookstore." 

Also excluded from the trial are any past relationships Evans had with children. The former Rochester and Keene resident has a son from his marriage to Tristan Evans. 

In addition to the second-degree murder charge, Evans faces two first-degree assault charges and six second-degree assault charges involving Kassidy, dating back to three months prior to the girl's death, according to court documents. 

Jury selection began Tuesday and will resume Monday. So far, eight jurors have been selected. Testimony is expected to begin Tuesday or Wednesday. The trial is expected to last for two weeks after the jury has been seated.

