Trial set to begin for man charged in beating death of baby
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CONCORD, N.H. - The trial of a former Rochester man accused in the beating death of a 21-month-old girl is expected to focus on the testimony of the child's mother the man's live-in girlfriend before and after the child's death. 

Chad Evans, 30, faces second-degree murder and assault charges stemming from the Nov. 9, 2000, death of Kassidy Bortner. Police say she was beaten, choked and thrown against walls repeatedly for at least three months before she died. 

The child's mother, Amanda Bortner, 20, of Rochester, was charged last month with child endangerment. Prosecutors say she knew about the abuse but did not try to stop it. 

Prosecutors charged Bortner on the anniversary of the child's death after they were unable to persuade her to testify. 

The prosecution got a boost last week when Strafford County Superior Court Judge Tina Nadeau gave Bortner immunity, protecting her from being prosecuted for anything she says during Evans' trial. 

According to court papers, Bortner has blamed Evans for Kassidy's death from the beginning. 

''I know you slowly killed my baby,'' she supposedly told Evans the day Kassidy died. ''You wished she had never been born.'' 

At Evans' request, Nadeau excluded evidence about his relationship with his former wife, his prior criminal record and probation, his alleged drug use, and details of his sexual interests. 

In March 2000, Evans was convicted of assaulting his then-wife. She later filed for divorce, citing physical abuse and cruelty. 

At the time of the girl's death, Bortner and Evans lived together in Rochester. When he was released on bail, the couple moved together to Keene, prompting authorities in August to jail him for having contact with her. 

The day she died, Kassidy was being cared for by an aunt in Kittery, Maine. Charges were filed in New Hampshire because authorities determined that is where the abuse took place. 

Kassidy's death prompted Maine to enact a tough new law that requires anyone who suspects child abuse to report it to authorities. Previously, only professionals such as teachers had to report. 

Child advocates in New Hampshire are pushing to toughen the reporting laws here. 

According to court records, several people, including family members who frequently cared for Kassidy in Maine, may have suspected she was being abused. 

Evans' trial is expected to begin Tuesday. 

