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DOVER, N.H. - Prosecutors began trying to poke holes Thursday in the testimony of a woman who says she still loves the man accused of killing her daughter. 

Chad Evans, 30, is charged with second-degree murder and assault in the death of 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner. He was living with the girl's mother in Rochester when the girl died Nov. 9, 2000, and the couple lived together for about nine months after the death. 

Asked by prosecutors how she feels about Evans now, Amanda Bortner said Thursday: ''I love him. I miss him.'' 

In the days after the toddler's death, Bortner told police Evans had been abusing her daughter for more than a month, grabbing Kassidy's face and throwing her against walls, choking her until she gagged to get her to stop crying and picking her up by the head when he was angry. 

But at Evans' trial Wednesday, Bortner, 19, backed off her earlier claims that Evans frequently abused the girl and began implicating another man: the toddler's babysitter, Jeffrey Marshall. 

Defense lawyers said in opening statements that Marshal, not Evans, was the abuser. 

Bortner returned to the stand Thursday, with prosecutors pointing out contradictions between her testimony and what she told police and others after the baby's death. 

Bortner testified Wednesday that Kassidy came back from Marshall's home one day with makeup covering a bruise. But she never told police that, Assistant Attorney General Simon Brown noted. 

''I don't think I remembered it until I got my thoughts together, until afterward,'' Bortner said. ''It's hard to tell something when they think the other person did it, and they don't want to hear about anyone else.'' 

Brown asked, ''Things became more clear in your nine months with Chad?'' 

''Things became more clear when I started going to church and became a Christian,'' Bortner said. ''God helped me.'' 

According to Brown, Bortner also told a friend she didn't think Marshall or his girlfriend harmed her child. Marshall lived with Bortner's sister in Kittery, Maine, where Kassidy died. 

''They're both so good with Kassidy. I know my sister would never do this to me. I know Jeffrey would never do this to me,'' Brown quoted her as saying. 

But Bortner said Thursday she didn't remember ever saying that. 

Marshall took the stand late Thursday morning, saying he had once spanked Kassidy very lightly, but not hard enough to cause the bruises he frequently saw on her. 

He said he noticed bruises ''all along her face area, her arms, the top of her head ... just different bruises all the time,'' he said. ''Some of them in my opinion looked like someone had grabbed her.'' 

''Sometimes they were yellowing, kind of fading away,'' he said. ''Then the next day, there would be new ones right in the same places.'' 

Marshall began dating Bortner's sister about two years ago, and said he never saw injuries on Kassidy until Bortner began seeing Evans. 

He said Evans and Bortner offered various explanations for the injuries when confronted. 

''(Evans) was concerned that certain people would see the bruises and jump to conclusions that he was beating her,'' he said. ''He basically didn't want to bring her out in public.'' 

On Wednesday, Bortner said Evans ''might have'' grabbed Kassidy by the neck and thrown her against a wall. 

Reminded of her statements to police, Bortner said, ''I know I said that, but at the time, I was overwhelmed.'' 

Her testimony ended abruptly Wednesday afternoon when she broke down after being shown photos of her battered, dead daughter. 

''Oh, my God!'' she said, pushing the photos away from her. 

Bortner was shown similar photos the day after the toddler died. Under questioning by Evans' lawyers, she said she told police Kassidy did not look like that when she was left with Marshall the day the girl died. 

As Evans appeared to wipe away tears, Bortner told the judge she couldn't concentrate and asked to take a break. The trial was suspended until Thursday. 

''She didn't look like that! She didn't look like that!'' Bortner yelled as she left the courtroom. 

An emergency room doctor testified that Kassidy's body was covered in bruises. But Bortner said that other than some on the child's face, she never saw any others. 

Under questioning by defense lawyers, however, Bortner later said she recalled seeing bruises on the girl's bottom after she returned from Marshall's home. 

Bortner said she noticed a bruise on Kassidy's face the night before she died, and that Evans told her Kassidy had gotten hit in the face with a whiffle ball while he was playing with his son. 

''I saw the little red mark around her left eye from the ball,'' she said. ''I saw a little bit of fading from Chad grabbing, or it might have been Jeff.'' 

Bortner, who now lives in Laconia, initially refused to testify for the state, but agreed after being charged last month with two counts of child endangerment and being offered immunity from prosecution for anything she says on the stand. 

