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Murdered baby's mother sees photos, cries out
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DOVER -- A distraught Amanda Bortner was escorted from the courtroom yesterday after viewing photos of the bruised and beaten body of her daughter, ending the second day of testimony in the Chad Evans trial. 
Evans, 30, is charged with second-degree murder in connection with the death of Bortner's 20-month-old daughter, Kassidy, who died Nov. 9 last year from injuries described in court documents as blunt-force trauma to the head and abdomen. 

Bortner took the stand about 45 minutes before the Strafford County Superior Court broke for lunch, and she is expected to continue her testimony this morning. 

Evans and Amanda Bortner, 19, dated for several months leading up to the death of the girl and eventually moved in together at Evans' residence on Milton Road in Rochester. 

"Oh my God," cried Bortner as she sat on the witness stand and pushed away the photos defense attorney Alan Cronheim showed her. 

"You told police, 'Oh my God, her face did not look like that when I dropped her off,'" Cronheim said of a statement Bortner made to police last year when she saw the same pictures. 

"Yes," Bortner replied through tears. 

Bortner had become emotional only once in the afternoon prior to viewing the post-mortem photos. She was describing the outfit her daughter wore on the last day of her life. 

Kassidy Bortner died at the home of Jeff Marshall on Rogers Road in Kittery, Maine. Bortner testified that her daughter seemed quiet, unresponsive and groggy that morning while she was preparing to take Kassidy to Marshall's house for the day. The defense alleges that behavior was caused by abuse from Marshall on the previous day. 

She also testified there were no bruises on Kassidy before she dropped her off at Marshall's. 

"In changing her diaper, did you see any bruising in her abdomen area?" Cronheim asked during cross-examination. "No," answered Bortner. 

Marshall is the boyfriend of Amanda Bortner's sister, Jennifer Conley, and a friend of Evans. Marshall had been baby-sitting Kassidy occasionally since the beginning of October, according to concurring testimony from witnesses. Conley and Marshall live together in Maine, but Conley was at work the day Kassidy died. 

The state, represented by assistant attorneys general N. William Delker and Simon Brown, alleges that Evans abused his girlfriend's child while living with the two of them. Bortner admitted that both she and Evans lied to friends and family about bruises caused by the defendant. 

Regarding one incident in particular, the two agreed to tell anyone who asked that bruises on Kassidy's face were from Evans grabbing her before the child could fall off a trampoline. 

"Chad and I made up that excuse," Bortner told the jury in response to questioning from Brown. 

The bruises came from Evans grabbing Kassidy by the face to get her to stop screaming, she admitted. 

Bortner's responses to repeated questions by Brown revealed little about disciplinary measures taken by Evans towards Kassidy. She did testify that Evans called her daughter names such as "retard," and that he had said he wished Kassidy had not been born. 

Also, Bortner testified she did not remember incidents of Evans roughly putting Kassidy in a corner for "time out" and hitting the girl's head on walls and closet doors. Brown, however, showed her statements she made to the police confirming those incidents. 

"He never did that after," Bortner said after viewing the police interviews. "I can remember probably four or five times." 

Under the cross-examination by Cronheim, Bortner testified that bumps and bruises that had not been noticed previously were evident after Kassidy was in Marshall's care. 

"Her whole body was black and blue," Bortner said after picking her daughter up from Marshall's one time. "It was real bad." 

In the morning, jurors heard from Detective Steven Hamel of the Kittery Police Department, one of the first to respond to a 911 call at Marshall's home the day Kassidy died. 

In Marshall's report from that day, he wrote that Marshall, without being asked, told the detective that Evans was responsible for the baby's condition. 

"You didn't ask him if he had abused the baby, did you?" defense attorney Mark Sisti asked. 

"At that point, no, I did not," Hamel responded. 

In addition to the murder charge, Evans is facing six second-degree assault charges for alleged abuse against Kassidy, as well as two first-degree assault charges. The first-degree charges stem from Evans' breaking the girl's arm and leg, the state contends.
