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DOVER -- The man the defense claims is the real killer took the stand yesterday to testify against Chad Evans, who's charged with murder and various assaults in connection with the death of his girlfriend's 21-month-old daughter. 
Jeff Marshall testified that he knew he made a mistake in not reporting obvious signs of abuse, but he maintained Evans is ultimately responsible. 

"There's no excuse; I've got to live with it," said Marshall. "It's the worst thing I've ever done. I should have said something, and I didn't." Evans, 30, is charged with second-degree murder in the beating death of Kassidy Bortner. At the time, he was living with the girl's mother, Amanda Bortner, 19. The two had been dating for several months and lived together at Evans' home in Rochester. 

Marshall will continue his testimony in Strafford County Superior Court this morning following yesterday afternoon's slow moving head-butting with defense attorney Mark Sisti. 

"We're blaming you for Kassidy's death," Sisti told Marshall moments after he took the stand. 

"If that's what you must do to try to get somebody off who did it," Marshall responded. 

Marshall, who was babysitting Kassidy when she died Nov. 9, 2000, told jurors that Amanda Bortner was often angry with Evans for the way he treated her daughter. He testified that shortly after Kassidy's death, he heard Amanda, in a phone conversation, blame Evans for her daughter's death. 

" ' You killed my baby; you did this,'" Marshall recalled her saying. " ' You wanted her dead.'" 

Marshall also told jurors that Amanda blamed Evans for Kassidy's poor physical condition on the final morning of the young girl's life. 

" 'Look what Chad did,'" Marshall recalled Amanda saying on the morning of Nov. 9 last year. "She was bruised all over, just everywhere. All over her face." 

Marshall lives with Amanda's sister, Jennifer Conley, on Rogers Road in Kittery, Maine. The two began babysitting Kassidy about a month before the girl's death, according to the defense. 

The defense alleges the abuse of Kassidy did not begin coincidentally with the time that Marshall began caring for the child. Marshall, however, testified he never hurt the child and knew Bortner and Evans were trying to hide bruises as a result of abuse by Evans long before he ever babysat for them. 

Amanda Bortner, however, never pinned the blame on Evans in her testimony, which concluded yesterday morning before Marshall took the stand. She also described Marshall as being emotionless the evening Kassidy died. 

Before she left the witness stand, however, she told jurors she still has feelings for the man accused of killing her child. 

"I love him," Bortner testified in response to state attorney Simon Brown's question of how she feels about Evans. 

Bortner did not want to testify in the case against her boyfriend, although she admitted in court that Evans was rough with Kassidy and caused bruises on the girl's face. The Attorney General's Office filed two misdemeanor counts of child endangerment against Bortner and granted her immunity for her testimony. 

Bortner and Marshall testified they couldn't remember certain details about various conversations they had had with investigators and other witnesses. Oftentimes, both witnesses contradicted statements they had given to police within the last year. 

Jurors also heard from the lead investigator in the case, New Hampshire State Police Detective Sgt. James White, who told the court that despite his role in the investigation, he never interviewed Marshall or went to the home where the baby died. White testified that Maine State Police handled those parts of the investigation. 

Defense attorneys Sisti and Alan Cronheim contend that police failed to keep an open mind during the investigation and were too quick to blame Evans. 


