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Babysitter, sister, brother testify at Evans trial
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By JOSH ADAMS Union Leader Correspondent. 
DOVER -- The testimony of three witnesses in the murder trial of Chad Evans gave concurring reports yesterday on the alleged abuse of 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner by the defendant. 

Jurors heard yesterday from Jennifer Conley, Joshua Bortner and Jeffrey Marshall, each of whom said that bruises on the young girl's face did not appear until Kassidy's mother, 19-year-old Amanda Bortner, began dating the defendant. The two eventually moved in together at Evans' home in Rochester with Kassidy. Evans, 30, is charged with second-degree murder in the beating death of his girlfriend's daughter. The infant died Nov. 9, 2000, at the home of Marshall, who was babysitting. Marshall lives with Amanda Bortner's older sister, Jennifer Conley, who uses her stepfather's last name, in Kittery, Maine. 

Amanda Bortner's younger brother, Joshua Bortner, 16, testified that Kassidy was a happy child while the girl lived with him and his mother immediately after being born. He told jurors that Kassidy was not prone to accidents or bruises during that time, and when his other sister's boyfriend, Marshall, came to visit, the infant and Marshall played well together. 

"They were really nice to each other," he said. "He used to bring her stuff, presents and things. He was really good to her." 

It is the defense's strategy however, to pin the murder on Marshall. The 6-foot-3, 240-pound business owner concluded his testimony Friday morning under the questioning of defense attorney Mark Sisti. 

Sisti alleged that on Oct. 22 of last year, Marshall brought Kassidy to Evans' home in Rochester and told Bortner her daughter had been troublesome, "so I gave her a spanking." 

Marshall said he did not remember ever saying that, but Sisti countered that when such a large man says something like that, it would stick in a mother's memory. "This 6-foot-3, 240-pound guy would never say anything like that," Marshall responded. 

Jennifer Conley agreed with her brother that Kassidy was a "fun-loving baby" free of bruises and injuries prior to her sister's involvement with the defendant. She said bruises on the child's face were constant after moving into Evans' home. 

"They'd start to fade and then another bruise would appear, then they'd start to fade and another bruise would appear," she testified. "Or they came back darker." 

Both siblings said they heard several different excuses from their sister about where the bruises came from, none of which blamed the defendant. 

However, the morning of Kassidy's death when Bortner dropped her daughter off at her sister's home for Marshall to baby-sit, Jennifer Conley said her sister blamed Evans' for the severe bruising that was on the girl's face. 

She recalled her sister saying that it appeared bad. 

"Look what he did," Conley said her sister said. 

During Marshall's testimony on Wednesday, he recalled Evans calling him four times the eve of Kassidy's death, complaining of the girl's physical condition. Marshall said this was odd because the defendant had never before called him, let alone four times in one evening. 

Marshall babysat Kassidy for about an hour and a half on Nov. 8, 2000, and then Evans picked her up. Telephone records show that Evans called the first time roughly 15 minutes after leaving Kittery, and according to testimony, stated that Kassidy was acting strangely. The three other calls made that night are of similar content, describing incidents such as Kassidy being hit in the face with a ball, according to both Marshall and the defense. 

In agreement with testimony from Amanda Bortner earlier in the week, Marshall said he did put makeup on Kassidy's face once to cover bruises. He testified that he was going shopping at Wal-Mart and wanted to cover the bruises when he took the girl into public. 

Marshall said the reason he was watching Kassidy in the first place was so Evans would not have to put the child into day care where the bruises would be viewed suspiciously. He testified he put the makeup on to help cover for Bortner and the defendant. 

Earlier this week, Amanda Bortner told jurors she still loves the defendant, despite testimony from two witnesses that she accused Evans of killing her baby immediately after Kassidy's death. She also admitted to conspiring with Evans to lie about bruises inflicted by her boyfriend to anyone who asked. Bortner, who had been charged with two counts of child endangerment, was granted immunity in return for her testimony. 

Jurors also heard from a social worker that contacted Evans but never spoke with him, in regard to an anonymous call about Kassidy being neglected. 

Evans is also facing two first-degree assault charges for allegedly breaking Kassidy's leg and arm, as well as a number of second-degree charges in connection with the infant's alleged abuse.

