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Jury hears more from ex-wife of man charged in baby death
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By JOSH ADAMS Union Leader Correspondent. 
DOVER -- Though physical abuse led to their divorce, Chad Evans' ex-wife defended him yesterday against charges he beat a baby to death. 

In her second day of testimony, Tristan Evans, again said she never suspected her former husband of hurting 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner, his girlfriend's daughter. 

Chad Evans, 30, is charged with second-degree murder and assault in Kassidy's November 2000 death. 

At the time of his arrest, he was on probation for domestic assault against his ex-wife, and she cited physical abuse as a factor in their divorce. 

However, that information has been kept from the jury, which heard Tristan Evans describe her ex-husband as a good father to their 3-year-old son. 

Evans also testified she noticed suspicious bruises on Kassidy in October, a few weeks before the toddler died. Evans told her the girl fell off a trampoline; Amanda Bortner said her daughter fell down the stairs. 

"There were two excuses given for the same injuries," Evans said. "I questioned those answers. She gave the wrong answer." 

Evans said she did not suspect her ex-husband of causing the injuries, but reported what she saw to state social workers. She made the anonymous call Oct. 31, nine days before Kassidy's death. 

Amanda Bortner, 19, was living with her daughter at Chad Evans' home at 191 Milton Road in Rochester. Kassidy died at babysitter Jeff Marshall's home on Rogers Road in Kittery, Maine. 

Defense attorneys Alan Cronheim and Mark Sisti contend that Marshall is the real killer. He began watching Kassidy about four or five weeks before she died at his home more than a year ago. 

One of the witnesses, Travis Hunt, 27, has been living with the defendant since September of last year, he told jurors yesterday in Strafford County Superior Court. 

Hunt testified the little girl frequently had bruises on her face, and she was "a little slow." 

"She always had bruises, not necessarily the same ones, but she always had bruises," Hunt said. Hunt met Evans in 1993, when the two began working together at a McDonald's restaurant in Rochester. Evans was the store manager at the time. 

He described the bruises to jurors as being on her cheeks, where Evans is alleged to have grabbed the young girl repeatedly to get her to stop crying. 

The night before Kassidy died, Hunt said as he was leaving to visit a friend he saw Evans with Kassidy in a nurturing way. 

After giving Kassidy a bath, at which time Hunt said he noticed bruises on her face and shin, Evans held the girl in his arms while she ate a frozen ice-pop. He told jurors that Evans was pointing to different parts of the face and the girl was mimicking the defendant, learning the various body parts. 

Also on the evening of Nov. 8, 2000, Hunt said Evans told him of several incidents where the girl was injured. One involved the defendant's four-year-old son, Kyle, hitting a pitched ball into Kassidy's eye, leaving a mark. 

Under direct examination from Assistant Attorney General Simon Brown, Hunt said Evans called him at work the day Kassidy died and reminded Hunt that he had seen the girl the night before. 

"He reminded me that I had seen her the night before and that she was fine," Hunt said to the jury repeating Evans' words. "Do you remember how I hit her with the ball." 

During cross-examination Hunt said he did not feel like Evans was coaching him or pressuring him in any way. 

Detective Herbert Leighton of the Maine State Police also testified for the state. 

Leighton said he arrived at Marshall's home at 9:15 p.m., hours after Kassidy was taken to the hospital just before 1 p.m. He told jurors the house was empty and that a uniformed trooper was guarding the premises. During his search, the detective testified he was looking for several things based on his conversation with Kittery police and the medical examiner. 

(The Associated Press contributed to this report.)
