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Jury hears taped police interview with Evans 
By Associated Press 
DOVER, N.H. — Shortly before his arrest, a former Rochester man on trial in the beating death of his girlfriend’s 21-month-old daughter told police they should have no mercy on whoever killed the girl. 

Chad Evans, 30, faces second-degree murder and assault charges in the November 2000 death of Kassidy Bortner. He was living with the child’s mother, Amanda Bortner, at the time. 

On Wednesday, prosecutors played a videotape of an interview Evans gave to police in Kittery, Maine. The child died at the Kittery home of Jeffrey Marshall, who was babysitting her at the time. 

On the tape, Evans is asked by investigators what should happen to the person who killed Kassidy. 

"Probably string ‘em up," he replied. 

During the interview, Evans told police that the night before the girl died he picked her up from Marshall’s home, noticed she was acting strangely and that she fell over when he stood her up in his driveway. 

Evans’ lawyers have said their client is innocent, and that the real killer is Marshall. They said Kassidy only began to show bruising after Marshall and his girlfriend, Jennifer Conley, Amanda Bortner’s sister, began babysitting. 

During the interview, police told Evans the injuries that killed Kassidy were inflicted the night before she died. 

"She was with me last night and she was also with Jeff last night," Evans said. 

Evans also said he was unaware of the injuries police were talking about and repeatedly refused to look at pictures of the child taken after she had died. The photographs show Kassidy badly bruised. 

Earlier in the trial Amanda Bortner backed off statements she initially made to police in which she blamed Evans for her daughter’s death. She testified she did not believe her boyfriend was responsible for the injuries. 

But she did acknowledge that he would roughly grab the child’s face to get her to stop crying, and that she and Evans would lie to people to explain the bruises that resulted from those grabs. 

Amanda Bortner, 19, and Evans lived together for about nine months after the girl’s death, in violation of a court order. 

