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Jury gets details of battered girl's injuries 
By Amy Wallace, [image: image2.png]


awallace@seacoastonline.com 
DOVER — Maine's chief medical examiner showed jurors autopsy photos Thursday of the toddler who died of blunt-force injuries. 

Kassidy Bortner also suffered multiple bone fractures in her arms and her left leg, Dr. Margaret Greenwald said. She said the 21-month-old girl was a victim of battered child syndrome. 

Kassidy was 21 months old when she died on Nov. 9, 2000. Chad E. Evans, 30, is charged with second-degree murder in the toddler's death and faces life in prison if convicted. 

Testimony resumed Thursday in Strafford County Superior Court with Greenwald and Maine State Police Detective Lance M. McCleish taking the stand. Greenwald is recognized by the court as an expert witness. 

Prosecutors used an enlarged autopsy photo of Kassidy's face when asking Greenwald to point out the various injuries. In that photograph, Kassidy's eyes were open and swollen. She had bruises all over her head, including a swollen, purple lip and another large bruise about 2 inches long under her left eye. There were a number of abrasions and bruises in other areas of her face. 

Evans also viewed the photos, but showed little reaction. 

Greenwald testified that the autopsy revealed a cluster of hemorrhages under Kassidy's left eye. 

There were several other injuries. Kassidy had bruising on the back of her neck, abdomen, hands, feet, arms, back and legs. 

There were multiple "pinpoint scratches" on the surface of the soles of her feet, which were scabbing, indicating the wounds were aging, Greenwald testified. 

Greenwald estimated that Kassidy had suffered about eight to 10 blunt blows to her skull and at least two similar assaults to her abdomen. 

"Her brain was swollen, which is caused by force impact against the head," Greenwald testified. 

The bruises and abrasions had different ages. The yellowish-brown colored wounds were older injuries, Greenwald told jurors. 

The fresher wounds — such as the red and bruising left eye socket and the swollen lip — were most likely inflicted 12 hours prior to the time of death. Prosecutors contend Kassidy would have been in Evans' care 12 hours before she died. 

The toddler also suffered from several bone fractures, Greenwald said. 

The fractures in her left and right forearms would have been caused by a twisting motion, Greenwald testified. The right arm was healing and was most likely fractured three to six weeks prior to her death, Greenwald said. 

Kassidy also suffered two fractures in her left leg, just above the knee. One fracture was inflicted about two months before her death and the other was new, perhaps just days old, Greenwald testified. 

Evans told Kassidy's mother and police that Kassidy was hit with a baseball the night before she died. 

But Greenwald told jurors that's an unlikely story. 

"The eye could have been hit by a ball, but probably not," she testified. "It is not completely consistent with those injuries." 

Instead, Greenwald said the wound would more likely have been inflicted with something like a cup or a spoon. 

But some of Kassidy's injuries were determined to be caused anywhere from one to 24 hours prior to her death, and three people were watching her during that time — Amanda Bortner, Chad Evans, and the baby sitter, F. Jeffrey Marshall. Greenwald testified that she estimates other injuries would have been inflicted four hours before she died, which would have possibly put the toddler in Marshall's care. 

Evans' attorneys contend that Marshall is the person who beat Kassidy, ultimately causing the child's untimely death. Marshall was baby-sitting Kassidy in his Kittery home the day she died and was the last person to see her alive. 

Marshall and his girlfriend Jennifer Conley, who is also Kassidy's aunt, had been watching the girl frequently for several weeks prior to her death. 

Defense attorney Mark Sisti cross-examined Greenwald and asked if those injuries could have been inflicted while Kassidy had been in Marshall's care. Greenwald told the jury it would be possible. 

Greenwald also told jurors Kassidy suffered from battered child syndrome. 

Symptoms of the syndrome include repeated injuries over time, a delay in medical treatment and bogus excuses about the injuries offered by the parent or guardian of the child. 

"It would be unusual if all children (in the same household) are being abused," Greenwald added. 

Kassidy had multiple bruises, internal bleeding and fractures, according to Greenwald. Evans and Amanda Bortner, Greenwald said, did not seek medical attention for the child's injuries. Evans also has a son, who was 3 at the time of Kassidy's death. 

The prosecution rested its case around 4:30 p.m. Defense attorneys will present their case Monday. 

Evans is also charged with two counts of first-degree assault and six counts of second-degree assault in the case. 

He is currently being held at the Strafford County House of Corrections after violating bail conditions by living with Amanda Bortner for nine months after his arrest. 

