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DOVER -- Dr. Michael Baden, the lone defense witness in Chad Evans' murder trial, yesterday disputed testimony of Maine's medical examiner about the time of death and injuries suffered by 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner last year. 
Evans is charged with second-degree murder, two first-degree assault charges and six second-degree assault charges. 

Jurors will hear closing arguments today. Evans is facing a possible life sentence if convicted. 

Evans, 30, is alleged to have beaten Kassidy for several weeks before the girl succumbed to her injuries on Nov. 9, 2000. Evans was living with the baby's mother, 19-year-old Amanda Bortner, in his Rochester home on Milton Road at the time of the death. 

Kassidy died in Kittery, Maine, at her aunt Jennifer Conley's home. Conley lives with her boyfriend, Jeff Marshall, who was alone with the little girl in the final hours of her life. The couple baby-sat Kassidy on several occasions in the month leading up to her death. 

The defense contends that Marshall is the real murderer. 

Evans did not testify on his own behalf, although jurors did see a police interrogation video with the defendant recorded the night Kassidy died. 

Baden disputed Maine Chief Medical Examiner Dr. Margaret Greenwald, who testified last week that a majority of Kassidy's fatal injuries were sustained eight to 12 hours before her death early in the afternoon at Marshall's home. The police video as well as testimony from Evans' roommate, Travis Hunt, indicate that Evans was alone with Kassidy and his 3-year-old son the night before. 

Greenwald, who conducted the autopsy, ruled blunt-force trauma as the cause of death, noting three times in her report that fat embolism as well as brain hemorrhaging occurred. Kassidy was severely bruised and beaten when she died, and as a result, fatty tissue just under the surface of her skin was broken up into her bloodstream and eventually pumped into her lungs, according to the autopsy report. 

Baden said, "When fat embolism occurs, it rapidly goes to the lungs . . . and death occurs very quickly," but he contended that the injuries were more likely to have occurred two to four hours before the girl died. 

"My opinion would be she was dead long before 12 noon," Baden testified. 

Official reports conclude that the girl died just after 1:30 p.m., but Baden showed the jury photos of Kassidy, taken at 2:30 in the afternoon on the day of her death, which he contends support his theory that the girl died earlier. 

Under cross-examination by Senior Assistant Attorney General N. William Delker, Baden struggled to explain why he did not see fat embolism as a serious factor in Kassidy's death 15 days ago during a sworn deposition. 

Because Baden never saw the body, he had only the work of Greenwald to go by. He applauded her efforts numerous times while on the stand, but admitted he "hadn't gotten around to" viewing microscope slides that showed "extensive" fat embolism in the girl's body, according to Greenwald's report. 

Delker also read Baden a statement he made during the deposition earlier this month where the doctor stated that "fat embolism was too little to be of consequence." 

Baden also disagreed with Greenwald's testimony of a broken bone in the girl's left leg. The prosecution's witness said the bone had been broken twice, once a few months prior to Kassidy's death and once again just days before. 

"I just can't be certain there is such a fracture," he said. 

Prosecutors later called Dr. John O'Connor, a pediatric radiologist from Boston, who testified that the leg was broken all the way into the bone marrow cavity. 

---- 

Suspect involved 

in fight at jail. 

DOVER (AP) -- Chad Evans, on trial in the death of his girlfriend's daughter, was involved in a fight at the Strafford County House of Corrections during the weekend. 

Another inmate was sent to the hospital. 

Dover police Capt. Gary DeColfmaker told Foster's Daily Democrat that Evans and another inmate had an argument about 4:30 p.m. Saturday in the cafeteria during a meal. 

"Words were exchanged, and pushing and shoving was involved," he said. 

The other inmate fell backward, hitting a door and injuring his head, DeColfmaker said. The inmate was taken to Wentworth-Douglass Hospital for treatment. 

DeColfmaker said police are getting conflicting accounts from inmates about what happened. 

"One inmate was not specific when asked how it started," DeColfmaker said, adding that they were arguing about "things." DeColfmaker said police do not have any information yet leading them to believe the argument was about the trial. 

"There is one allegation that one of the inmates spit in the other's food," DeColfmaker said. 

Depending on who started the fight, or if it was mutual, charges of simple assault or disorderly conduct could be filed. 

Evans is charged with abusing and killing 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner a year ago. His trial continued Monday in Strafford County Superior Court. 

---- 

Stiff penalties sought for 

not reporting child abuse 

While the man accused of killing Kassidy Bortner stands trial in Dover, supporters of "Kassidy's Petition" are preparing to present their cause to the state Legislature. The petition calls for stiffer penalties for those who do not report child abuse. 

The 21-month-old girl died in November of last year after what officials say were weeks of abuse. 

About 1,100 signed the petition, which calls for making New Hampshire abuse reporting laws as stringent as those in Maine, where Kassidy died.

