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Evans jury begins deliberations.
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By JOSH ADAMS Union Leader Correspondent. 
DOVER -- The fate of Chad Evans rests squarely in the hands of 12 people chosen to decide if he is guilty of killing a 21-month-old baby over a year ago. 

The jury began deliberating at 1 p.m. Tuesday after hearing closing arguments, and will resume at 9 o'clock this morning. 

Kassidy Bortner, daughter of 19-year-old Amanda Bortner, died at Amanda's sister's house in Kittery, Maine, on Nov. 9, 2000, in the early afternoon. Jennifer Conley, the child's aunt, lives with her boyfriend, Jeff Marshall, who was watching Kassidy during the last hours of the young girl's life. The couple often babysat for the young girl in the month leading up to her death. 

Evans, 30, was living with Amanda and Kassidy and his own son from a previous marriage at his house on Milton Road in Rochester when Kassidy died. He is facing a second-degree murder charge in connection with the death as well as six second-degree assault charges, one first-degree assault charge, a simple-assault and one charge of endangering the welfare of a child. 

Evans' defense against the charges through the nine days of evidentiary hearing was to pin the blame on Marshall. 

Originally, Evans was charged with two first-degree assaults, but a motion 

by defense attorneys Alan Cronheim and Mark Sisti was granted by Judge Tina Nadeau on Monday to dismiss one of the charges based on insufficient evidence. 

The first-degree charge still standing alleges Evans broke Kassidy's leg, while the charge dismissed earlier stated he broke her arm. 

A packed courtroom heard the closing arguments yesterday morning before the trial was handed over to the jurors. Amanda Bortner sat in on the proceedings for the first time since the trial started on Dec. 4. Sisti spoke first on behalf of Evans, and Assistant Attorney General Simon Brown addressed the jurors for the state. 

"We can't eliminate him," Sisti told the jury of babysitter Marshall. "His girlfriend can't eliminate him, the medical examiner can't eliminate him." 

Sisti spoke for an hour and spent most of his time explaining that Marshall had just as much opportunity as his client to abuse the child. Evans' attorney planted the idea of some abuse taking place the morning Kassidy died at the hand of Marshall. 

The defense team also pointed to the police in blaming Evans too quickly without thoroughly checking Marshall. Both homes were searched in the investigation, however Detective Herbert Leighton of the Maine State Police admitted he did not search the basement of the Marshall residence. 

The prosecution focused on the physical abuse Kassidy suffered that dated as far back as July, according to testimony, as well as the credibility of certain key witnesses. 

Bortner testified for the state, although she did so reluctantly. 

The defendant and Bortner lived together against court orders for nine months after Evans made bail. 

In November of this year, Bortner was charged with two misdemeanor counts of child endangerment and granted immunity from her testimony against her boyfriend. She told jurors that she was still in love with the defendant and would still be living with him if he was not in prison. 

During closing arguments, Bortner did not sit with her sister who testified against Evans. 

Brown also attacked Evans' roommate Travis Hunt, whose testimony supported Evans' story of Kassidy being struck with a ball in the face the night before she died. Hunt testified that a long, yellow wiffle-ball bat was used by the defendant's son to hit the ball. 

A police search of Evans' home turned up several bats, none matching the description given by Hunt. 

"Kassidy's life with the defendant was a living hell," said Brown. "The abuse only stopped when the defendant killed her." 

----

