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DOVER -- The jury deciding the fate of Chad Evans agreed to erase the last 10 hours of deliberations and start from scratch yesterday morning when one juror was dismissed from deciding whether Evans killed 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner. 
The juror, a woman, was allowed to leave because of personal reasons unrelated to the case. 

Strafford County Superior Court Judge Tina Nadeau told the panel that the law requires a jury to start fresh if an alternate has to be called in. 

"I know this is difficult," Nadeau said to the jury, which was first handed the case at 1 p.m. Tuesday. One juror rubbed his forehead and sighed deeply upon hearing the instructions, but responded in the affirmative that he would be able to follow the judge's orders. 

Evans, 30, is charged with second-degree murder for allegedly beating to death the daughter of his girlfriend, 19-year-old Amanda Bortner. Evans, Bortner and daughter Kassidy lived together for several months prior to the toddler's death on Nov. 9, 2000. The state alleges Evans abused the child for several weeks prior to her death. 

Yesterday, 11 jurors were joined by a male alternate, called "juror number six," who was selected to replace the woman juror who left. The jury is now made up of six men and six women. 

In addition to the murder charge that could put him in prison for the remainder of his life, Evans, formerly of 191 Milton Road in Rochester, is facing a first-degree assault charge, six second-degree assault charges and one count of endangering the welfare of a child in connection with Kassidy's death. 

Also, prosecutors have filed one charge of simple assault against Evans for allegedly grabbing Amanda Bortner by the throat on Nov. 8, the night before Kassidy died. 

Since the start of the trial Dec. 4, defense lawyers Mark Sisti and Alan Cronheim have sought to shift the blame from their client to babysitter F. Jefferey Marshall, who was alone with the child at his home during the last hours of her life. Marshall lives with Bortner's older sister, Jennifer Conley on Rogers Road in Kittery, Maine. Both Marshall and Conley testified for the state. 

During the second full seven-hour day of deliberations yesterday, supporters from both sides waited for a verdict while sitting near one another. Amanda Bortner, Evans' ex-wife Tristan Evans, his roommate Travis Hunt, and longtime friend Jeremy Hinton have been regulars in the courthouse. Marshall, his parents, and Conley have also been waiting, as has Marshall's landlord and neighbor, Will Peirce, who testified for the state. Yesterday, neither the defense lawyers nor prosecutors, Senior Assistant Attorney General N. William Delker and Assistant Attorney General Simon Brown, would comment on the case or the juror switch. 

Earlier this month, Bortner was charged with two misdemeanor counts of endangering the welfare of a child for not reporting physical abuse. While she did not sit in on the trial, she did listen to closing arguments Tuesday. During her testimony, for which she was granted immunity, Bortner said she saw Evans bruise her daughter a number of times and admitted the two made up excuses to explain various bruises on Kassidy. 

Nadeau addressed the issue of time-off for the jurors during the holiday season, but the actual days remain to be settled. If a verdict is not reached today, jurors could return to court Monday to deliberate and, if no decision is reached then, have the next two days off, or they could take an extended weekend and return to deliberate after Jan. 1, according to officials.

