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Evans guilty in child's death
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DOVER -- Chad Evans was found guilty of second-degree murder and seven other charges after a two-week jury trial in the death of 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner. 
After juror Deborah Hinkley was replaced by alternate Timothy Sprague on Thursday morning, two full days of deliberation were needed to convict Evans on eight of the 10 charges against him. The case had been originally handed over to the jury Tuesday afternoon. It was never made clear why Hinkley was replaced. 

Kassidy Bortner, daughter of 19-year-old Amanda Bortner, died Nov. 9, 2000, after being struck in the head and abdomen, according to court documents, following weeks of physical abuse by Evans. Evans, 30, formerly of 191 Milton Road in Rochester, had been living with Bortner for several months leading up to the death. The two began dating that summer after being introduced by Bortner's sister, Jennifer Conley, and her boyfriend, F. Jeffrey Marshall. 

Bortner was not in the courtroom for the verdict. She had left Strafford County Superior Courthouse earlier in the day. 

As Evans, who has a 3-year-old son from his marriage to ex-wife, Tristan Evans, was led into the courtroom around 4:30 p.m. for the verdict, friends and family supported him by shouting, "Chad, we love you, Chad." 

They yelled the same as sheriffs led him out of the courtroom following the verdicts. 

The foreman for the jury of six men and six women turned his head to look directly at the defendant as he read the verdict for each of the 10 charges. People from both sides of the case wept as the decisions were read. 

Kassidy died while Marshall was baby-sitting the girl at his home on Rogers Road in Kittery, Maine, as he and Conley did regularly during the last month of Kassidy's life. Bortner took the infant to Marshall's home the morning of Nov. 9, on her way to work. Both Conley and Marshall testified that Bortner commented on bruises all over Kassidy's face saying to them, "Her face looks like (expletive), see what Chad did." Bortner, who testified that she was still in love with Evans, denied making that statement when she took the stand. 

Numerous witnesses called by prosecutors Senior Assistant Attorney General N. William Delker and Assistant Attorney General Simon Brown told the jury they saw bruises on Kassidy's face and body as far back as September. Marshall, Conley, and Tracy Foley, who Bortner used to baby-sit for, all said Bortner accused her boyfriend of killing Kassidy in the days following her death. 

Defense attorneys Mark Sisti and Alan Cronheim defended Evans by accusing Marshall of abusing and ultimately killing the little girl. 

Marshall wept openly with his mother as the verdict was read, and said afterwards that no one wins in a situation like this one. 

"He has a son on his side who will never know his father," said Marshall of Evans' young boy. 

Marshall told jurors that he regrets not reporting the abuse he had suspected was taking place, but said now the important thing is to remember Kassidy. 

"I don't care what people think of me," said Marshall in response to the defense's attempts to pin the blame on him. "Just remember Kassidy." 

More than a half-dozen witnesses said they had questions about the bruises they saw, but only Evans' ex-wife called the Department of Children, Youth and Families. No one from the social work group ever met with Evans, Bortner or Kassidy. 

Friends and family answered the verdict shouting, "He's not guilty!" as they left the courthouse, but none would stop to comment. 

Sisti said he felt "lots of disappointment" with the verdict and that appeals will be coming. 

State's attorney Brown credited the jury with being able to wade through the case and find the truth. 

"The jury had a very difficult task in this case," he said afterwards. "Justice was done here today." 

Members of the jury left the courthouse through a separate entrance after giving their decision in the case, and declined to talk with the media. The 12 citizens, however, released a written statement regarding the case. 

"The jury members have decided not to comment on the substance of our deliberations. However we believe we did a thorough and complete job of reviewing the evidence," they wrote. "We believe we have served the state of (New Hampshire) effectively and well, and we are proud of our service." 

In addition to the second-degree murder charge, Evans was convicted on five second-degree assault charges as well as one count of child endangerment, for abusing the little girl. The jury did not convict him on a sixth second-degree assault charge nor a first-degree assault charge alleging Evans broke Kassidy's leg. 

A single charge of simple assault returned with a guilty verdict as well, for grabbing Bortner by the throat the night before Kassidy died. 

Judge Tina Nadeau dropped one other first-degree assault charge late in the trial due to insufficient evidence. 

It is during the night of the altercation between Bortner and her boyfriend that the state believes Evans was able to inflict the fatal wounds to his girlfriend's daughter. Maine's Chief Medical Examiner Dr. Margaret Greenwald testified that a great majority of Kassidy's injuries were inflicted eight to 12 hours before the young girl died at Marshall's home sometime around noon. 

A videotaped police interrogation with Evans viewed by the jury as well as testimony from Evans' roommate put Evans in sole custody of the child for four hours the night before she died. 

The official time of death is listed at 1:30 p.m. However, emergency response personnel testified that Kassidy's skin was cool and dry to the touch when they responded to Marshall's 911 call around 12:30 p.m. 

Greenwald also said Kassidy suffered from battered child syndrome and described symptoms that were almost identical to witness testimony. 

All of these symptoms were evidenced by witness testimony. 

A sentencing hearing has not been scheduled, but Evans could spend the rest of his life in prison. 

Bortner will face charges in the spring of 2002 on two misdemeanor counts of endangering the welfare of a child. She was charged in November of this year by the Attorney General's Office just before the statute of limitations ran out.

