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Evans gets 28 years-to-life for toddler's murder. Shaken baby's condition is improving
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DOVER -- Ignoring recommendations from the state Attorney General's Office and a probation officer, Strafford County Superior Court Judge Tina Nadeau yesterday ordered Chad Evans to serve a 28 years-to-life sentence for the beating murder of toddler Kassidy Bortner. 
Evans, formerly of Rochester, was found guilty in December of second-degree murder and seven other charges, including assault and endangering the welfare of a child. 

Kassidy Bortner died Nov. 9, 2000, a victim, medical experts testified, of battered-child syndrome. Autopsy results revealed blunt force injuries to her head and abdomen caused her death. 

Her mother, 19-year-old Amanda Bortner, had been dating Evans, 31, since that summer and was living with him at the time of Kassidy's death. Bortner will appear in court next month on charges of child endangerment. 

Assistant Attorney General Simon Brown had asked that Evans receive 60 years to life for killing the 21-month-old girl. In a pre-sentencing report, a probation officer recommended Evans get 45 years to life. 

Calling the state's recommendation "life without parole," Evans' attorneys Mark Sisti and Alan Cronheim argued for a reduced sentence. 

In rendering her decision, Nadeau said she discounted Brown's suggestion that rehabilitation for Evans was not an issue. She said she also considered the substantial support for Evans from friends and family, many of whom packed the Dover courtroom yesterday. 

"I have read every single letter, at least once," Nadeau said before handing down her decision. "I disagree with the state that rehabilitation should be the least of my concerns." 

Yet, she described Evans as a man who, until yesterday, had shown little remorse for inflicting the blows that led to Kassidy's death, and who refused to accept responsibility for his actions. 

In his brief address to the court, Evans apologized, saying there hadn't been a minute since Kassidy's death that he hadn't felt shame and regret for the things he'd done. Turning to Bortner, who was sitting a few rows behind him, Evans said, "I'm so sorry for the emptiness you will feel for the rest of your life. You and Kassidy deserved a lot more. I'm so sorry." 
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