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Mother of murdered girl remains free on bail
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DOVER (AP) -- The mother of a murdered toddler will remain free on bail while she awaits trial on child endangerment charges. 
Prosecutors asked a judge to send Amanda Bortner to jail Thursday, arguing that she violated her bail conditions by failing to check in with the Department of Corrections on several occasions. 

But Strafford County Superior Court Judge Tina Nadeau ruled there wasn't enough evidence to indicate Bortner is a danger to herself or others, or that she is a flight risk. 

Bortner, 20, will stand trial in November on two misdemeanor charges of endangering the welfare of a child. She is accused of failing to protect her 21-month-old daughter Kassidy, who was beaten to death in November 2000. 

Bortner's boyfriend, Chad Evans, was convicted of second-degree murder and assault in the girl's death. Several of his family members accompanied Bortner to Thursday's hearing, where the judge said she has "extreme concern" about Bortner's attitude. 

"You are not taking these cases seriously. These cases involve the death of your daughter. . . . You have refused to accept the culpability of your boyfriend," Nadeau said. 

Under state law, Bortner's recent arrest on a charge of illegally transporting alcohol does not constitute a bail violation. But prosecutors cited the incident in asking that she face additional restrictions if allowed to remain out on bail. 

Prosecutor David Ruoff said two of the three passengers in Bortner's car when she was arrested were felons. 

Bortner's court-appointed attorney, Patricia Wiberg, said her client did not know the men in her car had criminal records. She also said Bortner was unaware they had alcohol with them. 

Nadeau agreed to the additional bail conditions, which include no contact with anyone convicted of a felony or misdemeanor and no possession or consumption of alcohol. Bortner must also inform the Department of Corrections of any changes in her address or employment information, abide 

by a 10 p.m. curfew, and not violate any state law. 

Nadeau said she would not hesitate to revoke Bortner's bail if she does not comply. 

If convicted, Bortner could face up to two years in jail.

