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Murdered toddler's mom on trial for not protecting her
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DOVER -- The trial of a woman accused of not protecting her murdered daughter from the abuse that killed her began in Strafford County Superior Court yesterday with her defense attorney hinting at the woman's own ill-treatment. 
Amanda Bortner appeared before Judge Tina Nadeau on two misdemeanor charges of endangering the welfare of a child, stemming from the death of her 21-month-old daughter, Kassidy, who died two years ago this month. A misdemeanor is punishable by up to one year in a county house of correction. 

Chad Evans, Bortner's live-in boyfriend at the time, was found guilty of second-degree murder in December. Evans is serving a 28-years-to-life sentence in state prison for killing the toddler. 

Shortly before Evan's trial began, Bortner was charged with child endangerment. An agreed-upon plea bargain fell apart during Bortner's sentencing hearing when she decided instead to go to trial. 

A motion by Bortner's lawyer to dismiss the charges was denied by Nadeau yesterday afternoon. 

Lawyer Patricia Wiberg, representing Bortner, then urged jurors to focus on what she termed "the whole picture" before reaching a decision regarding Bortner's guilt or innocence. 

"Amanda learned early in childhood not to cry out," Wiberg said. "Her stepfather was a predator and Amanda was his prey." 

Wiberg's comments, made during opening statements, were in contrast to the picture painted by state Assistant Attorney General David Ruoff during his address to the jury. 

"She failed to seek treatment for Kassidy's injuries," Ruoff said. "She failed to protect her from Evans' abuse." 

The state prosecutor described the two broken arms, broken leg and multiple bruises the toddler had suffered prior to sustaining the internal injuries he said killed her. 

"The defendant didn't take Kassidy to get treatment for those injuries," Ruoff said. 

Kassidy died Nov. 9, 2000. Yesterday, Ruoff outlined the events of that day: Bortner left Evan's Rochester home that morning to go to work. On her way, she dropped Kassidy at the Kittery, Maine, apartment of her sister, Jennifer Bortner, and Jennifer's boyfriend, John Marshall. 

According to Ruoff, the little girl's face was severely bruised. When Marshall later found Kassidy was having trouble breathing, he called 911. Kassidy died that afternoon at York Hospital. 

Yesterday, Marshall testified that Bortner had commented on the bruises on Kassidy's face when she had left the toddler in his care that morning. Evans had told Marshall the night before during a telephone conversation that the toddler had been hit in the face with a plastic ball. 

"It didn't look like a baseball had hit her," Marshall said yesterday during testimony, adding that the child's face had not looked like that the day before. "I said, if that was a baseball, it ricocheted back and forth, back and forth off the wall hundred times," Marshall said. 

Ruoff told jurors that friends and family had questioned Bortner about the bruises that had begun appearing on Kassidy after the mother and daughter went to live with Evans. 

"Amanda Bortner said, 'She bruises easily; she falls down a lot,'" Ruoff said, adding friends had suggested to Bortner that she take the girl to the doctor to see why that would be the case. 

Of the abuse for which Evans was found guilty, Ruoff told the jury, "She had a legal duty to protect the child while that was going on. On the day Kassidy died, Amanda Bortner drove by three hospitals (on the way to Marshall's house.) She didn't stop." he said. 

The trial, expected to last about five days, resumes today.

