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BRIEFS

STATE AT A GLANCE

Detective takes
‘turn on stand
T‘in Bortner case

- DOVER — A mother

-charged with not protecting
her daughter from fatal abuse

" told police that her boyfriend
was responsible for the tod-
dler’s death, a Maine State

‘Police detective testified
Thursday.

Detective Angela Blodgett
-interviewed Amanda Bortner
“twice on the day her 21-

- month-old Kassidy died in No-

-vember 2000 and twice in the

-following weeks.

7 At Bortner’s trial on child
endangerment charges,
Blodgett referred to tran-

- scripts of those interviews,
_saying Bortner told her that if
Kassidy died of head injuries,
Chad Evans was responsible

for her death.

Evans is serving 28 years
to life in prison after being
convicted of second-degree
murder last December. Bort-
ner faces up to two years in
jail if convicted on misde-
meanor child endangerment
charges.

In the days after the tod-
dler’s death, Bortner told po-
lice Evans had been abusing
her daughter for more than a
month. But at his trial, she
backed off her earlier claims
and implicated Kassidy’s baby
.sitter.

. Blodgett testified that

~ Bortner gave her a detailed
description of how Evans
_..abused the girl, however.

“She described to me how

_he would pick up Kassidy by
. - the arm and/or by the face

. and throw her into the corner

" hard enough that she would

_hit her head sometimes,”
Blodgett said.
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