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Prosecution rests its case
in Bortner child abuse trial

By STEPHEN FROTHINGHAM
Associated Press

DOVER — Even a 4-year-old
wondered what was going on in
the apartment where 21-month-
old Kassidy Bortner spent the
last six months of her life.

“What’s Daddy doing to
Kassidy?” Kyle Evans would ask,
according to testimony Friday by
the final witness called by the
prosecution in the trial of
Amanda Bortner, Kassidy’s
mother.

Bortner, who was 19 when
Kassidy died in 2000, faces up to
two years in jail if a jury convicts
her on misdemeanor child endan-
germent charges.

Her boyfriend, Kyle’s father
Chad Evans, is serving 28 years
to life in prison after being con-
victed of second-degree murder
last December.

Prosecutor David Ruoff of the
state attorney general’s office
rested his case Friday. His final
witness was James White, a New
Hampshire State Police detective
who interviewed Bortner several
times after Kassidy’s death. He
said Bortner told him about Ky-
le’s question in an interview at
the state Attorney General’s of-
fice in Concord.

Bortner may take the stand
in her defense Monday morning;
closing arguments are expected
Monday afternoon.

Kassidy died Nov. 9, 2000, af-
ter Bortner drove her from
Evans’ apartment in Rochester
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BORTNER TRIAL — Amanda
Bortner leaves the courtroom
at Stratford County Superior
Court in Dover, Friday.

to her sister’s apartment in Kit-
tery, Maine. Her sister’s boy-
friend, Jefferey Marshall, who
baby-sat Kassidy while the
women went to work, called 911
several hours later when he saw
Kassidy was having trouble
breathing. She died that after-
noon at York Hospital.

In five days of testimony, po-
lice investigators recounted in-
terviews with Bortner in the
days and weeks after Kassidy’s
death. They said Bortner ini-
tially claimed to have no idea
how or why Kassidy died. She

—

told investigators the bruising on
Kassidy’s face the day she died
came from an accident with a
plastic baseball and claimed to
be unaware of bruising on Kassi-

dy’s body.

Evans and Marshall would of-
ten yell atl Kassidy, but “I
wouldn’t let &nyone touch her,”
Angela Blodgett, a
@ Police Detective,

tified Friday.
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head sometifhes,” Blodgett said.

Bortner §nd Evans came up
with a storygto explain Kassidy’s
bruises so §hat Bortner could
take Kassidy with her when she
took a frieffd to a doctor’s ap-
pointment,§ White testified.
Evans didift want Bortner to
take Kassidy because someone
might notife her bruises. But
Bortner ing§sted on taking her
daughter abd told Evans “you
better comepip with something,”
White testiffd.

id he was bouncing
on the trappoline and had to
reach out fd grab Kassidy by
the face to feep her from falling
off,” White pstified.
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