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Bortner guest on national TV show
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A New Hampshire woman sentenced to two years in jail for failing to protect her toddler from the abuse that killed her used an appearance on a nationally televised talk show to once again claim a baby sitter caused the death. 
Amanda Bortner, 20, of Rochester, was a guest on "The John Walsh Show," which aired yesterday. The segment was taped before Bortner was sentenced on Jan. 3 on two counts of child endangerment. Her daughter, 21-month-old Kassidy, died in 2000. Bortner's boyfriend, Chad Evans, was convicted of second-degree murder and is serving 28 years to life in prison. Bortner claimed on the show that incriminating statements she made about herself and Evans on the day her daughter died were untrue and coerced. 

"I was interrogated for a really long time and just started agreeing with the investigators," Bortner said. "I just wanted to get out of there." 

Bortner, who testified on Evans' behalf at the trial, told Walsh police had "no physical evidence" that Evans committed the murder. Bortner instead claimed her sister's boyfriend, F. Jefferey Marshall, who babysat the child, was the true culprit. Evans' mother also appeared on the show, in support of Bortner. "She's young and naive, but she's telling the truth now," she said. 

Of her inability to prevent her daughter's death Bortner said, "I have to live with that for the rest of my life."

